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About This Book
xTAPH

Swedish scientist and philosopher Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772) had a series
of spiritual experiences in his mid-fifties that led to a radical transformation in his
life. His visions of the spiritual world—of conversations with angels, devils, and the
spirits of people who have crossed over—were so powerful that he was compelled
to share what he had seen. One of the most important things he discovered was
that the popular image of God as angry, vengeful, or willing to condemn souls for
even the smallest of sins is simply not true. He experienced God as a being of pure

love, one who created the universe as a vehicle by which all people could be
united with that love and so live forever.

REMZERATFRALFH-L B EE (1688-1772) £ 50 3 ¥ HF#-T—4
FIHEREH, FEANAGERETHMRAET., MXTRARERNFL—5
RAE, BRATHH R AR E—R iR A, FHRER> FHETE 26—
Mo WMEARB—ABAEZGEA, XA RITHLFHE IR, R
EMN, REEZFAMAREYRIRARET G LE, EEREARRLY,
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This book contains a series of short passages from Swedenborg’s writings about all
the different aspects of divine love: what it is, how it manifests in the universe and
in our lives, how we can be united with God and each other through love, and how
God in turn is united with us. Following each passage, you’ll find a short summary
of the core idea of the passage and a reflection intended to help illustrate how
that concept can be directly and meaningfully applied to daily life. You are invited
to read the passages from Swedenborg when you need inspiration, use the quotes
and reflections as a starting point for a group discussion, or simply enjoy the
reflections as food for your own spiritual journey. You might also find the passages
to be inspiration for your own prayers, meditations, creative works, or other
techniques for connecting with the Divine.
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The quotes in this book are all taken from the New Century Edition of the Works of
Emanuel Swedenborg, a translation of Swedenborg’s writings published by the
Swedenborg Foundation. Sources are cited by paragraph number rather than page
number so that you can cross-reference passages in any translation of
Swedenborg’s writings.

ABAAINGARRKAFELRGAGAA-LBREREE, IRZLBEERE
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We hope that you find this book helpful! If you have any feedback for us about

this book or about Swedenborg’s ideas, you can reach us through our website at
www.swedenborg.com
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1 LOVE IS LIFE
F—y RRES

Swedenborg’s description of love begins with a simple
supposition: that love is, in fact, life itself, and that
without love we would simply cease to exist.

XBREENTROFHEET— AR EHER: FXL,
EZHRREGTEE, WREAE, ZRMNABRETREE,

BEE 1 RREKMNGLEG

Love is our life. For most people, the existence of love is a given, but the nature of
love is a mystery. As for the existence of love, this we know from everyday
language. We say that someone loves us, that monarchs love their subjects, and
that subjects love their monarch. We say that a husband loves his wife and that a
mother loves her children, and vice versa. We say that people love their country,
their fellow citizens, their neighbor. We use the same language about impersonal
objects, saying that someone loves this or that thing.

ERBMNG LG, FREBARM, ROALRREY, BEHEARIR—A
#, XTEWAL, RMABFETFRT R0, ENAAAZEMN, EEE
ROER, EREZAEMNGE L. BMNALRXZAORT, BFZHROET,
BZ I Re &M, AMZAEMNGEER, MNFK, NG4S, RMNEE
RAR#ETHE RO R, B, FAZEIANAIIPANEH,

Even though the word ‘love’ is so commonly on our tongues, still hardly anyone
knows what love is.

RE"E"INEEEMNG D PRt F R, 2ILFEAAREF AR L,

When we stop to think about it, we find that we cannot form any image of it in our
thoughts, so we say either that it is not really anything or that it is simply
something that flows into us from our sight, hearing, touch, and conversation and
therefore influences us. We are wholly unaware that it is our very life—not just
the general life of our whole body and of all our thoughts, but the life of their
every least detail. Wise people can grasp this when you ask, “If you take away the
effects of love, can you think anything? Can you do anything? As the effects of love
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lose their warmth, do not thought and speech and action lose theirs as well? Do
they not warm up as love warms up?

ZEMBOEFH, ARCAFAMEABSIERLLEAMNGER T PFAKRMNK
CHIELRELENEY, RERLRTIRZHARL. T BEARERL K
1, ABRFBAEMNHEH, EMNZLEEAERY, THRERMNGLEGF—RI
R EMEANF R ZMNITA BEGERLES, RAERAPE-ANRI@MIH
A4, SEeTREAN, FLERMAELEE: PRI T 20K, KT
R0 ? LRMAMA2D? SEHKXELEERAR, BR, BTRTHIL
AXTRTS? gl BMNAAMEZHABRAALRT?

— Divine Love and Wisdom 1

(X£5X%)1

Key Concept
AN S

We often use the word “love” casually to talk about the things we like, and also
more seriously to express our connection with the people we care deeply about.
But here Swedenborg describes love as the fundamental force that animates all
living things, without which they (and we) could not function in even the smallest
way, whether mentally or physically.

BMEFRBEA"Z"ZEANE, RERBMNEROEDH, LCHACKREF LT
REBMERRRMZIAGXR, BARXRE, LRERREZMENENA L
MAFHENGREARE. BRAC, ETEFUARENASE LR G K EHRLZ
R AR A T 5o

Reflection

How would you describe love? Take a moment to recall some of the times you’ve
experienced love in your life. How did it feel? How did it make you behave?

RETRHAEL? EARADIL—TREFTZ2H ZHAREE D BRI AR
7 RAEMRBT EA?

Think about the times you’ve given love to someone else. How does giving love
make you feel? Does giving love allow you to more easily experience love?



B—RBRETFAAZWGARLEE, SHZIERATRE? SHEREEEARE
HARI B £ ?

How would you describe life and what it means to be alive? Can you imagine
experiencing the feeling of love as life itself? If so, how does that change the way
you think about love?

A THAEALEGREENEL? RETEL, AR ZHRTHRBKRELE G A
H? ZAE, REFENTXELATERE?

For most people, the existence of love is a given, but the
nature of love is a mystery.

STREBARN, ZHALERLEN, BENARHA
"-/]\'iiio



BEE 2 s&MAZEHFENRS)

If you gather together everything you know, focus your mind’s insight on it, and
look through it carefully from some spiritual height to discover what is common to
everything, the only conclusion you can draw is that it is love and wisdom. These
two are essential to every aspect of our life. Everything we deal with that is civic,
everything moral, and everything spiritual depends on these two things. Apart
from them, there is nothing. . ..

o RARFE P SniE g — R AR R, R KBHORRARBEELE, KEMHR
MW FEFAAK, AR —FHWHER . RENTFHGE—LHR R,
BREFFE, IAEZNKNEFVEINTEAFEXETE. RMNALEG—
AXFEH BRFFF— B REFFABRETRARELE., BFT M, £—LH
Ro oo o

We can see from this that the divine nature within us dwells in these two abilities,
in our ability to be wise and our ability to love. That is, it dwells in the fact that we
are capable of being wise and loving. | have discovered from an abundance of
experience that we have the ability to love even though we are not wise and do
not love as we could.

MXEBMTRESH, RMNALNARBIRLETX/FEIZF, ETHRMN
AEERRBEZYRAIZF, LHAH, CEEEEZMNARIRIFEFRZY
FEF, EANFETHLRPEIN, EMNALHRY, FEKNSZFRE, L&
ARpoHeEE.

— Divine Love and Wisdom 28, 30
(X2 5%%) 28, 30

Key Concept
AN S

Swedenborg often describes love and wisdom as an inseparable pair—love as the
force that drives us and wisdom as the ability to understand truth and to guide our
love to good ends. Love and wisdom, he says, are the essence of God. We were
created with the innate ability to receive that love and wisdom and to reflect them
out into the world. Perhaps we do not love perfectly, but the divine nature within
gives us the ability to love nonetheless.

TREBBREREAEENEARTHHG—3, 2REBEHKNBHE, FE
RGEAEFF FEMNYOLZEBREANGRS. 3, ZFRFERLFHL
Fi. &MAAEHER, ARALFELIMNEHFE, FRSNRABREH LY
feh. LHFBRMHEHARTE, EAEKHEERMNARS L,



Reflection
w\
(AN

In the passage above, Swedenborg says that love and wisdom are common to
everything. What do you think he means by that?

ELBIABRETY, LRERH, EAFELZ—FEHHLR LR, RifTEEE
XEGER?

Do you see the Divine in wise and loving people? If so, in what ways? What makes
people who are wise and loving different from others?

REEGAIEZ AL LARNRTD? mRAHT, AMEFHAN? £
H 2B R AT 2 AK AT LRAT

Which ability do you find more challenging to express: the ability to love or the
ability to be wise? Would strengthening one ability help strengthen the other?

RIEAFAFTRE S BRI R BB : IR LRFRORN? B IS
REABTHEREFG—MkA?
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BEE3 A4k LE

This ‘love itself’ [at our deepest inner level] is Jehovah. No other entity but love
can be described as being the | Am, or as having independent existence. The
essential reality of all life—life itself, in other words—comes from this love
because it is innate in love, is integral to love itself. Because Jehovah alone is the
essential reality of life (is life itself), since he alone is love, absolutely everything
has its reality and its life from him. Not a single person has the capacity for
independent existence or life but Jehovah alone, that is, the Lord alone.

LEFRMAEREEEY, ENZHIMRARIfE, RT EZ9, ZAH
RFARTABFBEA"RR", RALRIEE, A LETHREARE—HGE
W, RREGEAF—RAOTENE, BLARAREZTY, EXZWAKRITSH
o BRI EREGHRARE, WEVTEAS, BAERARE, THHE
BHEAGLRRGTH. RTHAE, LRARBE—WE, RAETAF R
ZHERRLELER

— Secrets of Heaven 1735

(B Rty EA) 1735

Key Concept
AN S

This is a theme that Swedenborg repeats throughout his writings: We are not alive
not merely because of biological processes but because of God. Life wasn’t simply
created by him; it flows from him continuously, sustaining all living beings. If that
vital essence, that love, were taken away from us, we would cease to exist.

AR BEREFEFTRIZBAN—AZA: ANIAAREEFERRXZGTAE
YidA2, mARTLF. 24 FRRR LY, THERRREETE,
RBHFRGEGHE. wREIAMALRGAB—EIANE, KEMNF LR
A, EMNBRLALE.
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Reflection

When you think of something as being alive, what does that mean to you? How do
you visualize the life essence within all living beings?

BIRAAXBARBLA 2o, EFREREMHL? RATRZHAE Lk 8
Ae AR

Sometimes we say that a certain experience makes us “feel alive.” What qualities
do you associate with that feeling? Does the idea that life and love are the same
thing affect your perception of being alive?

FiE&MNEH, ENEHLEMN"KREIEE". REH QTR ERRLE
EIHRE? 24 5ZR—EEFNNSRFTH R EEOF KT

How do you react to Swedenborg’s statement that we have no ability to live apart
from God?

¥ REBRREMNEARS BT LB mRE, SR HERFTRE?
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BEH 4 BMNMRARLEGHER

The Lord is love itself and wisdom itself; therefore we are endowed with an
endless capacity for uniting ourselves to the Lord and the Lord to ourselves.
Nevertheless, because we are finite, his actual divinity cannot become an integral
part of us; it can only make contact with us and affect us. For an example by way
of illustration, the light of the sun cannot become part of the substance of our eye,
and a sound in the air cannot become part of the substance of our ear. The light
and sound can only impinge on our eyes and ears and give us the ability to see and
hear. We are not life itself the way the Lord was, even in his humanity (John 5:26);
we are vessels for receiving life. Life itself cannot become an integral part of us,
but it can have contact with us and affect us.

EREFFROEIKR, AR, AMNBRTFTTALNRS, E&MNE5L44, £
L5 BZMES. Rim, BT RMNAATRE, Ae)EEAE T ER A R L8R
Ry, MARBREKMNHYrhEA. FHRH, KMEERERN KMNRFG—
WKy, ZAFTHEFTERRBRABMEIRLG—HY. Afep FREMBRRMNG
REFFE 5, ERMNEBEIFTE ., KRNI ZRFG LG EER, RIPEL
AEEE, BEMNTAE (D485 526) . BMNAAETLEGHER, 46
AARTREE R ) BATVOY R D, 12T AR R KA H %0 Ao

— True Christianity 718

(AEwABEH) 718

Key Concept
NS oy

In previous passages, Swedenborg told us that love is the fundamental essence of
the universe—life itself—and that we are alive only because of the presence of
that love. Here, he adds that although we are vessels for that love, we cannot truly
become love itself, only receive and express it.

EZAMEHEFF, LRBELFAN, ZRAFFRHREALRLAR—LEF LK, &K
Mz REE, 2RBABAAXENAEALE, EXERAEH, REKMNAIELH
KR EBEMNARAEAERAETHEIIK, mARRESREARE,
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Reflection

B %

If it’s true that all the love and vitality you have felt in your life is the result of only
a passing contact with the ultimate source of love, then how strong would that
source have to be? Can you imagine a love so intense that it has the power of the
sun?

R EFTRREGTAEEAE], FRERRZOGAMRIRES FHRA
REHIRR, MARNRKAA $5R? AL —ME, BAZMA KEAY
REED?

How would it feel to be united with that source of love?

EARE 4R kA — A RAT A RIE?
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BER 5 FRAESEKNEAANGT %

Unless the vital force of love from the Lord inhabited our will and the vital force of
faith from the Lord inhabited our intellect, we would not be the least bit human. It
is the life we have from the Lord that extends our life beyond death, because the
Lord attaches us to himself. Once he does, we can reside in his heaven with the
angels and live forever.”

RIERETWNERENEAEMNGEE T, XA ZHRECHENELERMGY
WY, FUERMNALEREAA. ERREIRRGLEGERNGLGLET R
T, BAZFERMNELE TR, ERIp, KMNT T AFfe X —L A LMK
r‘iég, }‘%Elj 7]‘(3‘@0 "

— Secrets of Heaven 714

(& R ey 82AL) 714
Key Concept

B EA

Not only does God’s love give us life in this world, but it allows us to continue
living after our earthly bodies cease to exist. In the first sentence, Swedenborg
says it is love and faith that make us human. By “human,” he means we are images
of God, capable of accepting at least a small portion of God’s love into our
innermost being, and that it is this capacity that gives us eternal life.

EHRGEIR P EMNIANHLGEEG, RBERAMNELEARTEREZE
TRESgLEE. AL —a@EF, LREBHEFECERMNRAA, RE
A RBARMNEA LFOHE, ZVRBBEXVFLFHEZHANRMNGEE
NAE, ERIXFMEHNLT EMKE,

Reflection

RE

What is your own definition of humanity? Does Swedenborg’s definition make
sense to you? Why or why not?

HRETHAGELRMA? RAALBERNEZXAEEZD? RELF, A
47

If it is the love and faith inside us that passes into the afterlife, what part of you
will live forever?

o RHANR B R BN S0 ZAfZ, RARGHF—IFHREZEE?
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2 LOVE IS UNION
By ZRAL

Love is not only life itself; love is also the fundamental
force that unites all living beings—especially, and perhaps

most importantly, uniting us with God.

EABRETES, ZLRALHELETAENELANE—LAR, LHFRR
T2, FaMNE LFRELEK,

BEHM 6 EEERELF

The hallmark of love is not loving ourselves but loving others and being united to
them through love. The hallmark of love is also being loved by others because this
is how we are united. Truly, the essence of all love is to be found in union, in the
life of love that we call joy, delight, pleasure, sweetness, blessedness,
contentment, and happiness.

FOMERREZ AT, MAZHA, FEIFHRABRLELE—R, ZHREL
BN L, BABRMNARZIHERIELEY . ARot, PTA LRI ARR
AER&EY, BG4 FRE, AMNKRZAHWRH. RE. T2, #E. B,
HR AR,

— Divine Love and Wisdom 47

(X2 5X%) a7

Key Concept
AN S

Love is not an emotion that exists in a vacuum, nor is it a one-way street. For love
to produce a union or shared purpose between two parties, each must love the
other. This is just as true of God and his creation as it is of any two human beings;

when one party doesn’t love the other, there is a distance and separation between
them.
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SRR —FEREHOHRE, LRA—LLTE, BHEEENF L HLAELE
RARM AR, B—FHLAENF . £ LF Iyt 2 AERFETHEY,
FIHETAAAR KA R M. S—FREF—FH, RAZERE T 5% Fo
&,

Reflection
\:2A
(AN

Think of people you love or of relationships you’ve observed between others.
When love is returned, how does it affect the relationship between the two
people?
BM—BERENEHASRITARBGRAZNRG X R, YE2FA2THE, Xde
TR RBAAAZ AL R ?

Have you had a personal experience of mutual love? If so, how was it different
from a love that was not returned?

RARIAE NI D? W RE, CHRADRG LA LRRA?

Swedenborg uses multiple adjectives in this passage to describe a life with love.
What words would you use?

LBEREZBEFRAT ZABEARFBEAEZNESF . R A2 EARHE
#?
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BFEHMT] £RMEMW

The essence of love is that what is ours should belong to someone else. Feeling the
joy of someone else as joy within ourselves—that is loving. Feeling our joy in
others, though, and not theirs in ourselves is not loving. That is loving ourselves,
while the former is loving our neighbor. These two kinds of love are exact
opposites. True, they both unite us; and it does not seem as though loving what
belongs to us, or loving ourselves in the other, is divisive. Yet it is so divisive that
to the extent that we love others in this way we later harbor hatred for them. Step
by step our union with them dissolves, and the love becomes hatred of
corresponding intensity.

ROHHR, BTRNUABELREZETHA; BLEHANRRELZEKM A
THR, XHAE. EANAF LRZTEMNGBR, ARRAAT Y LA
AWK, AL, MARLZHT. MWETRZAMNGAELE, XHMFEZR
BAMBE . WK, CMNERERNPFELE, TETFRNYED, RAERAZL
PR aCHE, MFHAREESEN. K, SSRGS, UETFLM
AAX AT XEHA, FRABAENRIRAES, ENERNGALEHR—F F
AR, MERTRT 48 RAZZ IR,

Can anyone fail to see this who looks into the essential nature of love? What is
loving ourselves alone, really, and not loving someone else who loves us in return?
This is more fragmentation than union. Love’s union depends on mutuality, and
there is no mutuality within ourselves alone. If we think there is, it is because we
are imagining some mutuality in others.

AZRRTEGERKEN, HEABRAFERIX—EDG? EEMBAT, "R
AREAEEREMNHA, XEMAL2? IFRAAL, "ERAHSE, SHALES
BERLEEY, REXMEBEGRAAIHENRE. wREMNAAIE, FRADH
BMEREEHRANHMERXR,

We can see from this that divine love cannot fail to be and to be manifested in
others whom it loves and who love it. If this is characteristic of all love, it must be
supremely characteristic, infinitely characteristic, of love itself.

BMNTUAREE, TERTRAECHZHOAFZCHAT LEAL R, XX
R EENHIE, RAEZRXASZHINFE—CRGH. LR,
— Divine Love and Wisdom 47-48

(X2 5%%) 47-48
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Key Concept
AN S

Here again, we see the idea of mutuality, the idea that love must be shared in
order to truly be called love. Swedenborg describes love as the experience of
others’ joy as our own— in other words, a deep sense of empathy for the person
or people we love. If we expect the other person to feel joy at our own happiness
and sorrow when we feel sorrow but we are not willing to do the same for them,
then what we are feeling isn’t truly love. The more we love others and feel
ourselves to be part of them, the closer we are to divine love.

EXE, BMNBREINTHLANEL, WELRAPF, THRAERAZ. £
BREBREEBEAEANAGRERSERMN G THRRERARE—REH, T&
M EHARERZN LS, R RNAZHFTERMNBEREEB S, ER&
MG R B E R, RN TRERFGTERN, RLAXMNGETHATRIRE
AEWE, BMBREZRA, BFHTREMNG—RY, RMNABRBEEXE,

Reflection

B

Think of a person you love. Do you feel happy when that person is happy? Do you
see your own victories or failures affecting them in the same way as their victories
or failures affect you?

BE—MREHA. EHRNAARRE, RRAGRIKRKR? FRRATFI g TR
H R KRB0 MAT], SRR R R KM kR —H?

Have you ever felt someone else’s anguish or enthusiasm? How did you react?

If love is feeling the joy—or the pain—of others as our own, what does that
suggest about how God loves human beings?

RREGZ2RTIHNANRLEREE? KR_ITRZE?
R ERFAGERARBZRALR, XM ETH EFHFALNE?

Feeling the joy of someone else as joy within
ourselves—that is loving.

R B AAGRRAAZEM A THRER, XHAE,
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BEZHM 8 ERBKETMNE

God is substance itself and form itself, and is therefore the first and only substance
and form, whose essence is love and wisdom. All things that were made, were
made by God [John 1:3]. It follows, therefore, that it was from love by means of
wisdom that God created the universe and each and every thing in it. As a result,
divine love together with divine wisdom is present in every single entity that has
been created. Furthermore, love is the essence that not only forms all things but
also bonds and unites them to each other; therefore love is the force that holds all
things in connection.

LHFRREROIEAHEGEIK, BURAE—LE—WRRAFHBES, LEARR
EAhFE. —#EZ Y, RALFIE (A8EF 1:3) . Bk TAASH, £
TRETEZZHFR UL TFHFERATOE—HTYS., AR, TXHEFLR
AETH-ABEHFAKRT. I, ZRER, CERRHBRTHEEFH, ML
THEMEESLE—R. Bk, ZRAFFEFHBRELRNIE,

— True Christianity 37

(AR EBHR) 37
Key Concept SR

No matter how different in substance and form two people, places, or objects
might seem, they all have love and wisdom in common, because the essence of all
substance and form is love and wisdom. Between the two, love is the essence that
forms all things, maintaining bonds of union. Because love is the substance of God
himself, everything in creation has love as its fundamental essence.

RBEANAN, AT AR K R Fof; KARK T RRE, NHERER
MEHEFTE, BANMARRABENEARREARE, BAREZIN, £
RYBRT AR, REEELGAT. BALFAROKRARAEZ, FTA—W
BEEZ MR AZ A ERARE

Reflection & %

Visualize the substance of your body down to the cells, atoms, and subatomic
particles that make up your skin, muscles, and tissues. Now imagine that the
foundation of all of that, of everything you are, is pure love.

BE-THRIERAGHR, ROEK, LWAREZR, AIHRECNOEE, R
FhRhOET. AEGE—T, MAX—WHERM, RG—0, TAKRRL
B %

How does it feel to be made of love?

kR B ZMARY), TRNERERL?
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BEM9 RIZMeEEAMEEZE—

Love for the Lord makes us one with him, or makes us his likeness. Charity—love
for our neighbor— does too, but it makes us his image. An image is not a likeness
of something but is in the likeness of that thing.

5t L0 ZAERMEAE A —IK, REHLAMNRARGH X £Z—4REH
F—E R, CEBMNAARGHY F. BREAFBEXEDOHEX, "R EZD
ARAR o

This oneness rising out of love is something the Lord himself describes in John:

I pray that they may all be one; as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they
too may be one in us. | have given them the glory that you have given me, so that
they can be one as we are one—I in them and you in me. (John 17:21-23)

FEAHBEPFORATENBDER 46946 —:
“BATRRMNBERA—. ERXFRERER, KREFREH, AEMNLERMN
2EAHN—. RATGL R RIE, ROUGLHEMN, BRMNARHN—, ERME
—o RAHMET, REXRETG. ” (YB45F 17:21-23)

This oneness is the mystical union that some people contemplate—a union
achieved only through love. In the same author:

BENAAZFE—RARN—RAFEIZF REAYE—. AW|IEFTLH:
I live and you will live; on that day you will know that | am in my Father and you
are in me and | am in you. Whoever has my commandments and does them, that is
the person who loves me. If any love me, they will keep my word, and my Father

will love them, and we will come to them and make a home in them. (John
14:19-21, 23)

“MAREE, RMNELEEELE, 2D, FNALEREAXER, RINEXK
&, ALLEFEMNEZE. FTAROFEXETFTH, IAXRRZAN. AFLZH,
L@ FROE; KX LLFH, FELEAMNEIEAELEL, GHERE. ” (48
&% 14:19-21, 23)

These things show that love is what binds together, and that the Lord has a home

in those who love him and who love their neighbor (since loving our neighbor is
loving the Lord).

AL AEERY, RAEERES—. TAPEZAFZARCHALGEE (AHEK
BMEGAREHAZE) o

— Secrets of Heaven 1013
(B Ry EA) 1013
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Key Concept
AN S

In Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness.” Swedenborg clarifies this verse by stating that love for God makes us his
likeness, while love for our neighbor makes us his image. In order to truly fulfill
God’s purpose for us, we must love God, which also means loving our neighbor.

A (RlEL) 1:26, E&FH: "KRNERERKMNGH £, BEZMNGHEEA
YREBEFTRXIEL, BHFLEFGZEEMNRARGHEX, RITALSE
FEBRMARARGTS Fo ATAERALFTRMNG B, KMNLAE LR,
XEEREZRMNGARE.

Love for God makes us one with him, just as his love makes him one with us. In the
previous passages, Swedenborg discussed the importance of mutual love—the
concept that love can only bring us closer together if it is returned. From this we
may conclude that we are all loved by God, but that in order to be united with him,
we must love him back.

st ER by EE RN ERES—, Eefd)ZEALS ZMNE——#F., ET@YPHLE
T, TREBHRBTHEZEHNEEN—F R ALFIDRAOERT L 1 &K
MEMRFEEF. BRKNTRABHLER, KNBRLFHE, 25T 5Hss,
FAV LR A IR A

Reflection
o,
N
Do you love God? This may seem like a straightforward question, but even if we
believe that we should love God, we may not necessarily follow suit. Do you find

the idea of loving God easy or difficult to contemplate? Do you find it easy or
difficult to do? Why?

R& LD ? AMFR—AREATGFE, BIpERMNBEZZELF, &R
IER—R 2B, REFERLSLEFZ EFREHERBR? RIEFER
RRAREHIERBE? AHA?

In order to truly fulfill God’s purpose for us, we must love
God, which also means loving our neighbor.

ATEAEERLFNFEMG B, EMLME LF, X
WERE & KM EGARE
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BEHI0 FEIFATHRELL

The Lord cannot unite with us except in love and charity, because the Lord is love
itself and mercy; he wants to save us all and draw us to heaven—that is, to
himself—with a powerful force. So we can all see and conclude that no one could
ever be united to the Lord except through that which is the Lord, or in other words,
without doing as he does, or making common cause with him. To do this is to love
the Lord in return and to love our neighbor as ourselves. This is the only means of
union. This is the most essential element of a compact. When union does grow out
of it, then the Lord, of course, is present.

BT E2FREE, TAXKERMNES, BAZALRKRREA LA, REERK
H—AAN, FEIRHERGHE, RIRMNAGRY, LARZAGRAT. B
B, HEATAZRE R A FHER: ZAARLSILES, RiETE g THRE,
AR, RIFBATRHETE, RE5A—RUEF—ZIHFBARL AL T, 4R
THENDR, RABIRXMNGTXT REALS. IRZRANRELEZ R, L4
Fhetb 40, TREILIARASEN,

It is true that the Lord is actually present with every individual, but he is closer to
or farther from us to the exact extent that we approach love or distance ourselves
fromit.

IAREHZEAARL, EIFFAARLEERRE, HKBRETFIMEZFS
B R% &,

— Secrets of Heaven 1038
(B Rt BA4L) 1038

Key Concept
AN S

In this passage, Swedenborg helps us see how we can get closer to the Lord—we
unite with God by doing as he does. You may wonder how one goes about
following in the footsteps of the omnipotent creator of the universe, but the
answer is in the nature of divine love itself: We are to love God and to love our
neighbor. Coming closer to God is an individual choice, and it is achieved only
through individual effort.
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BXBHIF, LBRERFBEMNA B 2T A 8 R L T — AR A
Freehassd, RTRABLENARTTREMFHTLENEEOHY, 12
ERREZZ ARG RT: ENELLF, LEZIMNOAE. FLLFR
M EF, RAEBINATH T REKAL.

Reflection

Swedenborg talks quite a bit about loving our neighbor—in the sense of loving
other human beings in general—but in some cases this can be quite a tall order.
What are some loving actions you could take toward anyone, regardless of how
you feel about specific individuals?

TREBHTREATEZEMNGAE—EALBEXL LEZRA, 2EEXRFRLT,
XTHRE—-AMHEZTHELK,

RBARST BARGAR AR, HRRMHTEARBRALE G730 %R7
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BER 11 BEAREFRELE

As to how that union can seem closer and closer, the more completely the evils in
our earthly self are dismissed by our abstaining from and rejecting them, the more
closely we are united to the Lord. Further, since the love and wisdom that are the
Lord himself are not in space, and since a desire of love and a thought of wisdom
have nothing in common with space, the Lord seems to be closer in proportion to
the union occasioned by love and wisdom. By the same token, he seems more
distant as we spurn love and wisdom.

53848450 8 BFBRBR T R? KNS 8 KPR BARN T 4

Fe B L IRIRIFAMK, BMEHEINELELERARE, i, A TFELAFH Y

ERAZNE, 9 TF£W 82780 57RERLtdEzA, TARESR

g EAFE, EINELATRIEBEW, AHFEHEHE, RINMBRFERFTE,
A B F B KANARIE,

— Divine Providence 33

(X)) 33

Key Concept
AN S

This passage provides us with another way to become closer to God—by rejecting
the evil inside of us. In Swedenborg’s theology, evil derives from self-centeredness,
the tendency to put ourselves ahead of others. An extreme example of this might
be murdering another person for your own gain or putting together an elaborate
plan of revenge to inflict pain on someone who hurt you. It could even be as

simple as lying to get someone else in trouble or to deflect blame from yourself.
Being good, on the other hand, means acting in loving ways and always

considering the welfare of others.

BREHFARMRET B —HELLFHFTE—ELEMNASHIRE, £LB
BROHFF, REROTRAAKAT S, FRACETRAZ LHMm, L
FEEG—ARFBTTRREAT QTRASERERTF AN, RFEHOEX—
NERAR], SHEROALERRE. CEETREAM LR, LAABAN
HRREHATHRAE. F—F &, THARERREAREZN T XITF, HH4
XA B AEAL
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Reflection

B %

Using the definitions of good and evil given above, reflect back on your past
actions that might be considered good or evil. Take a moment and write down two
or three bad things you’ve done, and then two or three good things that you have
done. After each item, give your reason for taking that action.

AR LBLHGELSTZMEN, GRA—THRIELTREAIRERTEHNITA.
e E, BETHAARBLEINAE, FETRHMAEMINTF. 254
Z G, BLAUARAE 2 IREEH.

How often do the reasons for the bad actions center around yourself?
MAEGREAA SV ARRETH T2

How often do the reasons for the good actions center around others?

BT FHHNA F I RAFXTFHRA?

The Lord seems more distant as we spurn love and
wisdom.

AMRRFAZFHE, THEFHRMNAE,
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BEH 12 SHRAWMITHFTHAE

In an inner sense, worship means all union achieved through love and charity. We
worship constantly when we have love and charity; outward worship is merely an
effect. Angels worship in this way, so they have a perpetual Sabbath. As a result,
the Sabbath at a deeper level also symbolizes the Lord’s kingdom.

BEAENELL, BRARRENALUEZFCARANKE, IRNTE ZA
AR, RN SPEORARR LR, REALIHFF XK
#, TARMFAFREBOZER, B, ARRERELZLBLRIELE FHE
Ko

While we are in the world, however, we really ought to worship outwardly as well.
External worship stirs deeper dimensions, and it maintains the holiness of our
external acts so that deeper elements can influence us. What is more, we absorb
knowledge during worship and undergo preparation for accepting heavenly
qualities. We also receive unconsciously the gift of holy states that the Lord
preserves for our use in eternal life. Every state of our life returns in the other
world.

ARm, BERMEZINMERER, KMNARLLZRIEGEFF. SMEHEFFR
BERGER, FRBMNIMETHGEE, ABRZEXENEZERB B REN.
REENHR, BMNERAFRMIR, ARIEXGDUEYESL . EMNLER
WMAEFALT ZABMNYARELSARRTAMNOEZTRE. &NLFFOE
— M REREERERIL.

—Secrets of Heaven 1618

(B RUEA) 1618

Key Concept
AN S

We often think of worship in terms of going to some type of religious service
performed under the guidance of an ordained leader. Here, Swedenborg says that,
while going to religious services is important, any act performed out of love
toward others (that is, any act of charity) is an act of worship.

BAVERF RAARFARSE, E50hZRGTEAMBFTHEFZTHMX. &
MEBEREXEH, BARASZHEMSREER, BT EH FHEANZ RK
H 89475 (BT R ETH) HRABHA.
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Reflection

Imagine an action you have taken (or could take) out of love for others. How does
your sense of that action change when you think of it as worship? Alternatively,

how does it change your sense of outward, external worship to think of it as an act
of love?

BE—THAE TFIEANEREER (RTHRRER) 81750, SHARECHEERR
i, HRAINMTHGRREEATH L2 THR?

&, GRfest et st b ZRAFHR M EZWNIT AR, ROBELFH2LTR?
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3 LOVE IS THE PURPOSE OF CREATION
By ZRAENEY

Swedenborg asserts that the universe is not merely God’s
creation. It was formed by God from his own
fundamental essence, and therefore every bit of creation
reflects not only the essential love of God but the intent
behind that act of creation.

XBEREAR, FHERMMRALFGLEY, SR LF A THORELR
BARA. B, FNREHHRRABRT EFORAZE, mBLRBRT XA
BITAREOER,

BEM 13 Gl ENRAEI XL

By examining and scrutinizing the three essentials of divine love, one can come to
see that they were the reason for creation. The first essential, loving others
outside of himself, was a reason for creation in that the universe is outside God
(just as the world is outside the sun). The universe is something to which God
could extend his love and in which he could put his love into action and so find
rest. We read that after God had created heaven and earth he rested; and that he
made the Sabbath day for that reason (Genesis 2:2-3).

AT FTARTEZHARELEZE, AMMNMTUREFHCNACRHERER, F—
ANk, LaTRUMIA, REABY—ARE, BAFHFALELFZN Gt
REKRKMZI) . FHEALFEMAMG L, HEXPEITAGZET, FMAK
MRFE L, £M322], LFARBTRHZIE, ELLET, #A”EZTZITRLE
H (Gl 2: 2-3) ,
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You can see that the second essential, God’s wanting to be one with others, was
also a reason for creation from the fact that people were created in the image and
likeness of God. The ‘image’ and the ‘likeness’ mean that we were made as forms
that are receptive to love and wisdom from God—forms that God could be one
with, and on whose account he could be one with all the other things in the
universe, which are all nothing but means. A connection with the final cause is
also a connection with the intermediate causes. Genesis, the Book of Creation,
makes it clear that all things were created for the sake of humankind (Genesis
1:28-30).

BT AEE, B ANEELZE, WEFHZERAL—, LRAURG—ANRE,
BAAARER LR EMREXBEN. “HBL” o “BX” %%, £MNK
BARBETRAALFHEAFEOHBEI—LFTAEZELHH—HHE, #
HARTRAEFEHEPHARALEYLELN—, AXREHRRARTRFE. 54K
REGRKRELRAL ERRBGERLE, (Ll#e) —X T 4383, AL
TRAAEXTAEE (4]812 1:28-30)

That the third essential, God’s blessing others from himself, is a reason for creation
you can see from the fact that the angelic heaven was provided for everyone who
has let God’s love in, a place where the blessings of all come from God alone.

FEAEXALKEZE, PLEEFAAT R BEFEANE, REAUEHX—NRE. K
TUARBENEFEREFD, FRERERAF—NETLFILZHOAREY, £
AR ESHTH AGE, Bkl L&,

The three essentials of God’s love are the reason the universe is maintained as
well, because maintaining is an ongoing creation, just as continuing to exist is the
same as perpetually coming into being. Divine love is the same from eternity to
eternity. The nature God’s love has now and will have in the future is the same
nature it had when creating the world.

IHEREWEARALAZFLREHETFENRE, BAEFARB LR, R
REFAER TREFLE . AKEIIREEXZEZEZBRAN, LFHEELA
MR, RERAAEIER, HEACEHRETHR,

— True Christianity 46
(AREEH) g6
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Key Concept
AN S

The three essentials of divine love that Swedenborg describes here really come
down to a single idea: that God created— and continually creates—the universe in
order to bring his love into manifestation. As a conscious part of his creation,
human beings are born to carry out this design, which would eventually bring all
people into union with God in heaven. In a sense, this is Swedenborg’s answer to
the question, “What is the meaning of life?” The meaning and purpose behind
everything that exists is divine love.

YREBEAXERBANZ LN AZEEFRETAREN —ANEL: EH4l
—H BRI G FEH, MEAGZFIE R, ARG —NF ERGFY,
AELERRRATELX %, AARLEIAALERE S L&, A%
AEXLLE, IR BEEN"EAFHEXRMARA"X—RANDE, — WAL
HEWNENXARBYHAZTE,

Reflection

B

Think about your life and the lives of those around you. How would your sense of
your own life change if you believed you were created to be a vessel for God’s love?
How would it change your view of others’ lives?

B—RERGLEGFRERABANGEF. 2 RBBERGBEERANT AALFZ £
HER, htalLaWRESATAZR?

X W BARIT A L0 F &7

Take a moment to visualize the universe, at this moment, continually being

created and recreated by God’s love. How does that affect your view of the
universe?

RERFBE—TFH, WELI, CEARMEREFGL S, B,
K AT BRI F o W k7
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The universe is something to which God could extend his
love and in which he could put his love into action.

FHRLFRMROL, FERTEAROLORT

BEE 14 XEMEHFE
What would the Lord have been doing with all this creating of a universe if he had
not made images and likenesses of himself with whom he could share his divine
nature? Otherwise, it would only have been making something so that it existed
and did not exist, or so that it happened and did not happen, and doing this only

so that he could simply watch its permutations from far away, watch its ceaseless
changes like something happening on a stage.

R EAAEHZHHEANML TOH ZAEX, SI0FHGHE, LM
BWFHFTRRRMAAFETR? RS, ARRWNET —REE, EIRA
BIXRAEE, RERKEITEK L, BHEBHLERR, AR RTTHAEEAH
MRFRE, AERECMAKLYG T, RS EREHFRARH

What divine purpose would there be in all these changes unless they were serving
subjects who would accept something divine more intimately, who would see and
sense it? Since Divinity has inexhaustible splendor, would it simply keep it all to
itself? Could it keep it all to itself? Love wants to share what it has with others, to
give to others all that it can.

RIAEZIHMRAT —ALE, FRFERELATNE, REFIFRREATE, &
N PTAEXETRSFAF A4 BER? RARAFEARIARL, AZITBHRE
A, AR ELATG? RELFELATD? ZREHAHASRA
2F, KA TFHRA.

What about divine love, then, which is infinite? Can it first give and then take back?
Would this not be giving something that was bound to perish—that was
intrinsically nothing, since it would become nothing when it perished? There is no
real ‘is’ involved in that. Divinity, though, gives what truly is, or what does not
cease to be. This is what is eternal.

A, TRGEZEX0fTR? RELLTFREFNID? XfpE AR AL
ERERTHAR—HNREXAR ELEAZFD? BAHCMNRXTH—mEE R
2, AAHARLEFEALE. R, TENGTPRAERELEY, REXRATFEHT
8, XRARKE,
— Divine Providence 324
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(X%) 324
Key Concept
AN S

Again, we see the idea that the purpose of creation was to allow God’s love to
manifest in everything—including us. Here, Swedenborg adds that love wants to
share what it has with others; in this case, sharing not only love itself, but the life
that is formed from that love. The gift that God gives to others is his love, which is
also life. And because that love never changes or ceases, the life we are given is
eternal.

BMNARAHNIHGES: CQEWENRATIELFHEBEILETETHF—
aELMN. EXE, XBEBRALHK, ZREZERASFATHA. EZAH
AT, TREFFELY, LESFHRIHBANEF, LFLEFHRANLY
RAHE, LAREF, HTXERERCELERIFIL, FAKRMNKFHLG
RKEE,

Reflection

B

Consider this: “Love wants to share what it has with others, to give to others all
that it can.” Does that match your image of God? How is your image similar or
different?

Do you believe that God has given you all that he can?

BHXqiE: “EREWAIAERASF, REARG TFHRA. 7
BEREFASLEFERSTHH£? BHRSPTHH EEFTHRERRE?
HhARfE L C B RAFTREIS TR T D2
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Love wants to share what it has with others, to give to
others all that it can.

What about divine love, then, which is infinite?
EREREIMA ERAST, RAMEG THEA,
MA, LFREGEE X SATR?

BEM 15 RIENENRAROARORERY

This vast system called the universe is a work connected as one thing from
beginning to end because God had a single purpose in creating it: an angelic
heaven populated by the human race. All the things that make up the world are
means of fulfilling that purpose, because someone who intends an end result also
intends the means to achieve it.

BARAFHFHE RRAR—NMRKBEER—KRGER, BH LR EH
A—AREGBE: —ANAHARBENRERE. HABRGHTAEHEHRASE
AX—BHNTFHE, BAATBARRLLER, AFAFZAL IOV T,

If we view this world as a work containing the means of fulfilling the
aforementioned purpose, we can see the created universe as a work connected
together into one thing, and see that this world is a complex structure of useful

functions arranged and prioritized for the sake of the human race, the source of
the angelic heaven.

I REAMEZINEREFER MR, GSERALEBNGFE, &KAHT
AR TF HHBER—KRGER, FRAINERE-ANELRGEH, AR
AR, ERHARBRRAKRFRAT ALY, RANRREXREZHRR.
Divine love cannot intend anything other than that people should forever have the

blessings of its divineness. Divine wisdom cannot produce anything other than
useful things that are means of fulfilling that purpose.

EEZRTHEAMNFILREGAERAR, RTRAELEER. 2THFRT &4
ARAGEY, FARRLX—BOGFEAL, T FEETEeTEH.

— True Christianity 13

(Aey X BH) 13
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Key Concept
AN S

This passage relates to the third essential element of divine love: God’s intention
to create heaven so that all who have accepted his love and who are regenerated
as spiritual people can enjoy a blessed state after death. Because uniting people in
heaven is the goal of creation, Swedenborg says, everything in the universe is
designed to lead to that end resulit.

RBEHFEZEZHRF=ANARELEZEAX. LFNTRERAERE, AWEHEE
LR EHAELERAB/LRYGA, EZERFAINBURES. LAEEH, B
ABAMMBALZEEREZRAEN B H, FAFEH T T BHRBTRFHX—

RALLR,
Reflection

B

Have you noticed divine love and wisdom at work in your own life? If so, where
and when? Does it seem as if those manifestations of the divine are leading you in
a particular direction?

RRTLTEFINZE I HFEEFATEG P RENSER?
BRI E, RAAH AT, HARME?
XY REREMFES FHRAG—NELZHNTG?
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BEH 16 LHHRL

Some people examine certain aspects of the world in isolation rather than looking
at everything as a chain from purposes through intermediate means to results.
Therefore those people cannot see that the universe is the handiwork of one God.
The same is true for people who do not see creation as the product of divine love
acting through divine wisdom. Neither group is able to see that God dwells in
individual useful things because he dwells in the purpose behind them. Yet
everyone who has some purpose is also involved in the means of achieving it,
because deep within every one of the means lies the purpose as the force that
drives and guides it.

FEEARZFLEFGELT @, dARE—HE R B GE T HF& 2
BERGES. Bit, ABRARLZAIAFHFRAR—LFOIXME. AFGRLL
RELZHGAT L, RARAAAUER EFQGZBIRGFRETHR X
ARABRTREES, LFETRARGAERAESLT, BARETEIEEHHEH
By, Rf, FASLEANHALELET XA TFE, BALE A
FRORXERABE, REHF5]FFENAE.

— True Christianity 13

(AFeGEEH) 13

Key Concept
AN S

Here Swedenborg traces the purpose of the universe from the big picture to the
smallest details. At the broadest possible level, the universe was created to bring
God’s love into physical reality. That purpose is reflected in the structure of the
universe itself: the laws of physics, the principles of divine providence, and even
the complexities of our mind— the “intermediate means” through which divine
love is enacted. This structure appears in our daily life through “the individual
useful things” in which God dwells. These individual useful things are among the
many ways in which God is present with us.

RERXRFZFIRD@ET, LRERENTFHFOEN, AR ENWEG L,
FHOUERATHEFOWZFAD AR E, E—HORREFHFAF LN
Yo HEFRE, FiE (RE) RU, £EKMNUHGERE—BLI®E “F
HFR” FR/AKN. BLEFET LT BREAEH", L RRLH
EREBMOBTLEEY, ALRAKTFANEHR EFERXMALGXS F X
Z—,
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Reflection

Think of some useful object in your life—something that makes it better, evenin a
small way. Now think about the chain of events that led to the creation or
invention of that item, and the ways in which that item also makes other people’s
lives better. What do you see as the driving force or design behind that process?

B—RAREEFH LAY, RN AEFETFIGFNES, MHLE MR
NS

NERBEFEAUZERELNZY R —E2FFH, URZHREEANANEET
FRIFER, BAAZIANTIAEAFT SIS S X TAMFA?
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B 17 FHEREEFROES

If you understand all this in the right way, you will be able to see the universe as a
coherent work from beginning to end, a work holding purposes, means, and
results in indissoluble connection.

o RARAEA G 7 XEBZ—, RARBREFHFAFER - ANBL 2T,
AN B, FRALERRRAERIKRALRGES,

Every love has a purpose. All wisdom moves toward fulfilling that purpose by
intermediate means, using those means to achieve effective, useful results.
Therefore it follows that the universe is a work that embodies divine love, divine
wisdom, and usefulness of all kinds. In every conceivable way, then, it is a
coherent work from beginning to end.

F—HERAF—ANBH., HAFERALFRIFRREAZIANBY, @dixk
FEAZXIAK, FRAHERX, B, FHERA—NMRANNEZE, FHRFEM
S AENER. A, TERBREENEGL, CHRKBERZ—NER
A4k o

The fact that the universe consists of constant useful functions produced by
wisdom under love’s initiative is something all wise people can contemplate as if
they were seeing it in a mirror. Once they acquire a general picture of how the
universe was created, they can focus on the details.

BEZWENHT, BIFERN LGS ADREART FE, I—FERMAX
HAT AHER 6, ABAMNARTERE —H. — 2N FHRTRERAT X
B TR, NATREZTE®T,

— True Christianity 47

(A X BH) 47

Key Concept
AN S

Usefulness is a two-way street: Just as many things in the world are useful to us,
we also have the potential to be useful to others, to perform acts that make life
better for friends, family, even people we don’t know. This unifying flow of
usefulness, Swedenborg tells us, is part of the divine design, the pattern that
reveals the universe as a single, coherent, meaningful creation.
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BRAMR—ERMEER, EdREFSEEBNEMNE R —H, KNECHT
BETHART R, HRA. BA, £EERXRNTFINROGAKEERL 4 F 2 EIF694%
Ho LBRABRLIFAM, ERAMIGHBA—E, NRR &M R —3F
Do EMEXBT: FHERA—ANE—0. iAW, HFELHEE,

Reflection
A
(AN
Think of times in your life when you felt truly useful. What does that suggest

about your purpose in the world? Can you imagine performing useful actions like
those on a regular basis?

B—RERELEFTREALER AQRZE, St FTREINER LGB, XA
RT? TERE—T, REFRATEAMNBEREHRAL2HH?
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4 LOVE MAKES US AN IMAGE OF GOD
FWHHy SEEZMATLFEHE

The Bible describes humans as beings created in God’s
image. But what does “created in God’s image” mean on
a spiritual level? And for that matter, what does it mean
to be human?

FBRAREA R EFH ZEHREGE G2 "R
ERAHBEREERRER EESREH 2?7 KX
BEE, BAAEBREMAL?

TEM 18 HAMA LFH %

We are all born human, which means that we have the image of God within us.
The image of God within us is our ability to discern what is true and to do what is
good. Our ability to discern what is true comes from divine wisdom and our ability
to do what is good comes from divine love. This ability is the image of God; it is
enduring with everyone who is whole and is never erased.

EMAERAAN, ZEREEMNGALE LFNH £, LFAEAKMNEBHT £
REMBAEBAITRENGR . BMNHHNELBHRHIRaAHETE, KNfT
REWMBRAXRAMNNRZ S, ARIRRLEFHHBE, 5H-NTRLHABLER
B, KIEX.

— Divine Providence 322
(X)) 322
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Key Concept
AN S

Swedenborg states in many places that God is human—not in the sense of having
a physical human body (except, Swedenborg would say, during his time incarnated
on earth as Jesus Christ), but in the sense that God is the source and the epitome
of the abilities that make us truly human: love and wisdom. In other words, it isn’t
our body or our outward appearance that makes us human, but the fact that we
can recognize higher truths and act according to them. We are human because we
love.

YTRAERYE ZAEE, LFRA—ZXEERZHEAANIK (KT ALY
HERREBRIZE) , MAENELTR, LFdFERLKRMNEHGR L,
1 BMNEERAAFARIE R, BEEH, ERMNRAHAGTE RN F KR
HMEYIL %, MABRMNEBANREFALEAEBEMNTENETR, AMNEA,
B AHEME £

Reflection

B

How would you define the word “human”? What images does it evoke in your
mind? If you think about love and wisdom as the most fundamental characteristics
of humanity, does that change the way you think about the nature of humanity?

By the above definition, how human are you?

RIATR L “A” ? EANFEREEETRLTHAHE? e RIRAA ZAF
BRARREAGHE, RHAREARTHEERGEARKE?

HR4E LA R L, HRAEHFGA?
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BEHR 19 AT ERAREIARRE

It does seem as though Divinity were not the same in one person as in another, as
though it were different in a wise person than in a simple one, for example, or
different in an elderly one than in a child. This is just the deceptive way things
seem, though. The person may be different, but Divinity within is not. The person
is a receiver, and the receiver or vessel will differ. A wise person is a more
adequate receiver of divine love and wisdom than a simple one, and therefore a
fuller receiver. An elderly and wise individual is more receptive than a child or
youth. Still, Divinity is the same in the one as in the other.

AREABLE—NPAF LF G —ANMAF LRR—HE, P, CE—-NFTEH
IRt AN REZAFERTRAY, AEE—NEASF ELRE—ANETFTHLER
AR, RiE, IRZREAN T XABARBEMCL. ATRAE L5, 2R &8
PR ERN. AR—NBKE, RBURBREBLAEMN. MFHL—A
RMEZAZETHEIHEZ SFTE, AREAANPAINELE., —NFK
HEELL—NILERFTFEEHET. Am, HMEREAZIAF ERIRAS LE
R—HHW,

— Divine Love and Wisdom 78

(X£5X%) 78

Key Concept
AN S

“Divinity is the same in the one as in the other.” It seems logical that the
fundamental essence of the universe is always the same, regardless of which
vessel receives it. But here, Swedenborg tells us divine love can look very different
depending on the person who is expressing it, the way that a reflection in one
mirror can look very different from a reflection in another depending on the type
of mirror or the lighting in the room. The key is to remember that behind and
beyond the superficial differences is the same beautiful essence.

"MHREZIASG EAARAR LR —HE, " ARFELEZHNR, FHEORELAL
HRERARG, RRBKBRLER, BAXE, LREELFAM, AHIE
SRANREREFEFTIR, MR —BRTFHOBRRE S —BET F oIk,
FERTHRBERGAHAE R ERETIR. XELRUE, EXIEZHY
EZFHE, REA—AXWHERK,
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Reflection

B %

Think of the people you meet every day. Can you see divine love and wisdom
within each of them? What are some of the different ways in which divine love
manifests those attributes?

How do you reflect divinity?

AR ERBI WA, RELANFM S LEHHRL LAl ED?
FPEZ X AL R 697 KR ILH L4577

R R S TR AP M6 ?
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BEM 20 AT RAERLE

The good that comes from the Lord is the Lord’s own likeness because he is within
it. We become likenesses of him and are united to him when we make what is
good and what is true matters of our lives by doing them intentionally, since
intending something is loving to do it. The Lord teaches that this is true when he
says, ‘Those who have my commandments and do them are the ones who love me,
and | will love them and make my dwelling with them’ (John 14:21, 23); and again,
‘If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love’ (John 15:10, 12).

MEMEHRERTATHEX, BARAELF. TRMNA ZTRABLER &4
AFREAEMEEG—R2H, EMNARTROGEX, FHE5MELE—&, B
ABBEEHRALEHMRTF, THFAMAAE LM, #H: 'H T RGBS H
HITE, KR ZRHOA, KRELEZZHMN, SERMNRAE (44T 14: 21, 23) ;
X RAMNEZFREOGRT, AFLEENETE (L84 F 15: 10) .

— Heaven and Hell 16

(X% 53HK) 16
Key Concept # S HEA

So far, we’ve seen that we are images of God because we have his divine love and
wisdom within us—they make God human, and they make us human also. Now
we add another element to the mix: to be a likeness of God is to intentionally put
love and wisdom into practice. The key to doing so, Swedenborg tells us, is to
follow the Ten Commandments, which specify the things that we should and
shouldn’t do if we want to be closer to God.

ERAMELEEFER, EMNALFEHBE, BABRMNEDA TN E Il E—
ERECMNELFRAAA, LEBRMNAAA ZEEMNIANG —ANALE: R
ALFRGHEXARA BZREZFTEMAEER. TREELEHFEAM, AKX
BREBBETR, TLERFBEATRRAEHFLEF, RMNEZBARTR R ZMK
BEHF,

Reflection A%

Have you ever set out to consciously do something good and true? If so, what
motivated you to do so? What happened as a result?

If you intended to do something good, but did not do it, what prevented you?

HRREGZACRREF B —EREYN., KRNFR? mRAKE, R4
RAEAR I HEG? R RAETHA?

R RGITHB—HEE, FFRABR, RAATHLETHR?
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BEM 21 XEAARE

The true nature of divine love is recognizable from its sphere, which pervades the
universe and affects each of us in different ways depending on our state. That
sphere of divine love has a special influence on parents. Because of it, they
tenderly love their children (who are outside themselves), they want to be one
with them, and they want to bless them from themselves. The sphere of divine
love affects not only the good but also the evil, and not only people but also
animals and birds of every kind.

FEHAELHETARAL IR ZRANE R, CHRBEFF P, HRBEKANG
KEURTRAWG T XRBEFTNMA FEYREAFINXBETHHGH 0. T
REEREEATHET. HTFHERMNAT, 2AMNB SN —K,
AN EREK AT, TEHN AT MR EE, LHAREE, M
A, LHas& Mt X,

Surely in the course of giving birth every mother’s only thought is of bonding with
and caring for her offspring. Every bird hatching chicks from eggs thinks only of
cherishing them under her wings and putting food in their mouths with kisses.
Even poisonous snakes and vipers love their offspring, as is commonly known.

FREL, EpBRIAT, FAFFE—LIY, REWERHTAKRIX
M. FALILAETHLE L, RABEFRECNTVPETHRE TS
H, ARERHENCMYFEL. FERFRERLEZCMYBER, TRK
BT B % 89 o

This universal sphere has a special influence on those who let God’s love in—those
who believe in God and love their neighbor. The goodwill that is in them is an
image of God’s love.

E RIS AR E R Ll Z R H NG AR 445 L I AN 49 4R
THA—RE BN R, RNEFHLEZREFZIZOH R,

— True Christianity 44
(ERaLHH) 24
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Key Concept
AN S

We get a taste of the divine in the way that loving parents care for their children.
Not all family relationships are perfect, of course, and not all parents match the
ideals that Swedenborg describes above. But when we see or experience that
transformative parental love for another life, the instinct to relinquish our own
needs for the other’s sake, we are witnessing one way that divine love manifests
in our lives.

BANRBREZNXBERE TN FT AP RREB TN, BR, ATXRAAHER
XEARREEN, LARMAEXEREXBE R LAGE A, 28, F&K
MA B REBREXENF —NEFHRRRIAAAGE, HTHTHHERK
FacEeuit, KRMNRKAELENRI ZEEAMNEFTTHBIE,

Reflection

B

There are many ways to experience parental love: by being the child of loving
parents, by becoming a parent yourself, or simply by seeing the effects of that love
in the lives of others.

HREXFZEZNELARS: BIRABRZXENET, BT aTRhALE,
RA PR BN ZLE ARALFE TR,

How is parental love different from other types of love or other types of
relationships?

KEZZEARXBGZRAARXBYXRAATIR?

The sphere of divine love affects not only the good but
also the evil, and not only people but also animals and
birds of every kind.

2E AR R ES, LHRREE, R H
A, LHrhd Mty %,
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5 LOVE LEADS US TO
PARTNERSHIP WITH GOD

RIS Z5|F&ME LFRAAT
Swedenborg describes all love, and especially divine love,
as mutual. But he also tells us something that may be
surprising: God wants to have a partnership with us, one

in which we choose to love him and to act in accordance
with that love. In divine love, there is no compulsion.

TREREMANE, LARMABRZ &, HEAHMEHY,

fafb b2 BAT—BTRAARIFOER: LFHZLS

BMBIKEXRR, EXIMFXEF, RNEF SR E
BAMEITE, EARZEF, THRA,

BER 22 X HIRIMREXEZ

The second essential of God’s love, his wanting to be one with others, is
recognizable in his partnership with the angelic heaven, with the church on earth,
with everyone in the church, and with everything good and true that forms and
constitutes an individual and a church. In fact, seen in its own right, love is nothing
but an effort to forge a partnership. In order to fulfill the purpose intended by the
essence of his love, God created human beings in his own image and
likeness—characteristics with which he could forge a partnership.

ERZEHFEANELEL, RRRMFEERASRA—. X TUARME X4
XE., HEHA, BEFHENA, RREH A ZMNAF B —£5F
EARFYRRBEXEATEH, FEE, KEELAFARE, EARIRAZIK
HXABOTN. ATRARZH AR LB AN, LaiBal eyl
A XAETAR, BRTAEZFIREXR,
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Divine love constantly aims to forge a partnership with us, as is clear from the
Lord’s saying that he wants to be one with people, he in them and they in him, and
he wants the love of God to be in them (John 17:21-23, 26).

EZ ER ) FhRBEAEIRERXER, IRATHTHAORBEALS—, A
BERMNEG, MNAEAREG, R Z2LELENSAEARANERSE, HTUEE (4
wig5 17:21-23, 26) .

— True Christianity 43

(AREABHR) 43
Key Concept

B EA

So far we’ve read passages that describe God’s love flowing into and sustaining
everything in creation, including us. But Swedenborg also describes divine love as
an effort to forge a partnership—we must choose whether or not we will listen to
the divine impulses within us and allow them to guide us. Only if we do so can we
fully unite with God.

B AAAL, KRNBANRAERET LFHEMEFRPE—IREY, 0
HAMo B BBEBRLIEANRZ EHAARIKELROT I —BMNLRALEHER
EHMABEAMIR SRR, FAFELFHM. RAZIHEH, KMNARE5L

R AL,
Reflection

Consider this statement: “Love is nothing but an effort to forge a partnership.”
Think about the loving relationships you have with others, or relationships that
you’ve observed in others. Does this statement match your experience? If so, how
does the nature of the partnership reflect the individual relationship?

BHZqiE: "ERAARNR IR X RAMGTA". B—BERERAZR
EHXER, RMRERAZ LARINK R, XNEFEHROKED? SRR,
RAEX R GG MR fT RRANAX R ?

What actions must each member of a partnership take in order for that
partnership to thrive?

ATEKEXRAERERE, AFPEIRRE R TIT3?
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BEM 23 HERL4E

Human beings were created with the capability of being in a partnership with God.
We were created to be citizens of heaven and also citizens of the world. We are
spiritual so we can be citizens of heaven and earthly so we can be citizens of the
world. Our spiritual self is capable of thinking about God and perceiving things
that relate to God. It is also capable of loving God and being moved by things that
come from God. It follows that we are able to be in a partnership with God. ...

ARBRGARNELFEIRERR. BIBERATRAXREWVAR, &
REFGIR. BMNAREE, FIABAMTARAREN AR; LB,
B ABA T AR A R AR RMGR KA REBEELT LT, R ELFA
X FEY, LB EEH, Rk LFOFUIRSN, TRAEMNABEL
TRIRKEXR: o o

In fact, what else is faith but a partnership with God by means of truths that shape
our understanding and thought? What else is love but a partnership with God
through goodness that shapes our intentions and desires? God’s connection to us
is a spiritual connection that comes to an earthly plane; our connection to God is
an earthly connection that comes from a spiritual plane.

FEE A2REW? AR BT AZBRAMNGNRERL, K5 LR
BIRBEXFR; BAF2ARER? RIERREIREBRAMNY T RAKE,
MGt sREXR. LFERMNOGHELERZEX LBEREGRERKLE; &
S LFGERERR G R BT LML,

— True Christianity 369

(A a5 FH) 369
Key Concept

B R

How do we help to create a partnership with God? We exercise our spiritual selves:
We think about God, open our spiritual perception to divine influence, and love
God. We work to learn spiritual truths and then put them into action in our lives.
When seen in this light, faith is not a decision to believe something that makes no
rational sense; it is love for God based on the spiritual realities we see around us.

EMTIH A AT EEFREIRELEZR? KMNSBBFEHTH IR A Ko
HEMEBELHEER, GHAERBHRFRNGINEER, 25 EF, ZNE2ES
PAEREE, REERENEEELEEF P, SHAZNMABZITRE, AR
REABE—RENEEEZFEXGED; FWRAATREIKNILGRAREE,
MLt Edad g,
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Reflection

RE

What do you do when you want to come closer to spiritual reality? Do you go
someplace specific? What do you do there?

LEREEREEAEN, REEAM? haEEAMROMTD? LT EK
o

Have you ever had an experience you consider deeply spiritual? What did it feel
like? Was there love in it?

HRREEZH L ANRANGREARE? RRA2HHERE? AT A LD?

50



BEM 24 BH ) EHAYER T
There is a common saying in heaven: God is in all of us, the evil as well as the good,

but we are not in God unless we follow the divine design in the way we live. The
Lord says that he wants us to be in him and him to be in us (John 15:4).

REEEH: LFERMNAAALE, RERABAZLREAN; RRRIERMNG
£ FH XK EASAMET, ENEMNAELFEZH. THAFZE: “KMNAEARE
&, REEXMNEF. 7 (H#HHBF 154)

When we follow the divine design in the way we live we are in God, because God
is omnipresent in the universe and in everything within it at the inmost level, since
things on the inmost level are in the divine design. Things that go against the
divine design are all outside that inmost level. On the outer levels God’s
omnipresence takes the form of an ongoing struggle with things that are against
the divine design, and a constant effort to restore them to the divine design. The
more we allow ourselves to be restored to the divine design, the more thoroughly
present God is in each of us; consequently to a greater extent God is in us and we
are in God.

L RAVELE PR ARG, ANLELFEZE. FHFYERRTRE,
HEFFHFHOREL, BHFWRELAA LR LEFAERTHE
MMARFTEBZIN. BINEETLE, AR EN LFBZERR 55T A
2 FRRE 4, FREEHE TN EHRET. KNBRALFECT
Skt ik, ERRRTLNE BNEMAL, ERAELAKGRLE L,
tHREEMNEZE, AMNELFLZE,

— True Christianity 70
(AR EABHR) 70

Key Concept
NS oy

As we saw before (see page 49), the divine design is the purpose of creation; it
was the intent that formed the very structure of the universe and all of the
physical and spiritual laws that exist. That intent is that all conscious beings be
united with God, to the extent that they are able and choose to do so. In a sense,
you could think God himself as the blueprint for the universe, and the end goal of
creation as being love and harmony multiplied infinitely.

EdeEMNZAARE (SEM16) , AHETRARN L, BB LFHER
HART FHNEHANAEEGYRE R AN, ROEARLR, FHH ER
AR, RERGHFBBIHM, HE5 LFBRE, AXHELE, HTHlk
ALEEAARRFEOER, RS BRONRARY EE S,
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Swedenborg tells us that we all have the ability to follow the divine design
because we have God within us, and he is more present the more we follow that
design.

LB REIREMN, RMNWA R GH/AEET, BAKMNGASHE LF. &K
AR E LR, AR EREAR,

Going against the divine design means turning away from God and choosing to do
what is evil (that is, what is selfish and harmful to others). When we put ourselves
in opposition to God, Swedenborg says, he continually acts to try to bring us back

toward his design, although we will always have the freedom to choose which way
we will turn.

HEAMBTERERS LF, ABERENTF, LR gRPHEFLA. £
BERH, BAMABELEL LFENGEEN, RETHRRBITS, Fhek
fF = BB+ £, REKXMNERRB A BFRZANESL,

Reflection
\:2A
(AN

If the divine design is the path to heaven, then what kinds of actions would bring
us into alignment with it? What actions would take us away from it?

What are the signs in our life that indicate we are following the divine design?

do B AP IR RBAER T RER, R TMITHERMNEZEB—KR? &
HEFHEEERMNEET?
EBMGEFER, RLiF F ok AR ELETEAEEZT?

52



God is in all of us, the evil as well as the good, but we are
not in God unless we follow the divine design in the way
we live.

EHREEMNIAALEG, RERBALRZEA;

AR IE KM £ E T XF MR, FURMNTE
L& EE,

BEHM 25 LEHREKMNTRE

We all utterly feel as if we have love and wisdom on our own, as if we intend what
is good and understand what is true by ourselves. In reality, though, not a bit of it
comes from us; it is from God. . ..

AMAMTRBIEE, FRANQTHEZAFE, FRAMNEGTHEEALK
FTRE, BRAE, BRRE, XLEHRRZRAKMN, ARG LEF. ..

How could any of us receive, retain, or pass on any love or wisdom if we did not
experience it as our own? How could we have a partnership with God through love
and wisdom if we had no way of doing our part to form that partnership? There is
no such thing as a partnership without mutuality. What makes the partnership
mutual is that we love God and we act on what we receive from God, doing so as if
we were on our own but trusting that we have God’s help. How could we live to
eternity if we had no partnership with the eternal God? How then would we be
human if that likeness were not in us?

R AREZRFEARRHATH, KNTFRAETAZERL, RERLELE
ZRAFED? mRXEMNEATRE O LHTERHBRIMAKEXE, AMNEA
TRAIZEFELSLFRIREXAR? RALRRAMEARORKEXR. K
HRXRAZARAMEY, REAHHMNEZ LF, KRIELFG T RN ETH kK
EHBIFHREM O THE, ERNAFREFOFE. WREA EKELF
BIaRBEXER, RMNEARFTIKE? wREARNHEX, BNEATRLEZ
A%R?

— True Christianity 48

(AR EBHK) 48
Key Concept
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B EA

One of the most difficult contradictions in Swedenborg’s body of thought is the
concept that nothing good we do is really our own—everything good comes from
God—and yet we must freely choose to do good as if we ourselves were good
people. We must choose to do good because without good actions we cannot be
fully open to divine love. In this passage, Swedenborg describes this dynamic as
the foundation of our partnership with God: If we act on the spiritual principles
we’ve learned because of our love for God, we can trust that we will always go in
the right direction.

EXBREBRHEZRAREFY, ZREENTF AL —RIF—ANEL: KMNATHNHLE
TEFHFFAEETRMNOAT—HANRENRRA LF. RpikNLMad
HEITE, WREAMABCARREZIA—H, ENLARBEITE, BHEFR
E0TA, EMNATRGLFHETART. AX—TE, LREEHLIH
HEIRREMNELFREXZGGEAR: XANB T X EFRERITFIY
& RBRATE, TR, KAMNERETHEEHNF AT,
Reflection
A
Think of a good deed or an act of kindness you’ve done. How did it feel at the time?

Does your feeling about that deed change if you think of it as God’s love acting
through you rather than as something you did for your own reasons? If so, how?

B—BAEMEN—HEFREZHIT A SHORERT? R EREEHEER
LR BIMRITHRY, RAAMRE T O TEHKY, RARNTHGRER
FaRE? mRARME, REHHTR?

An Arab proverb says: “Trust in God but tie your camel.” How is this proverb
reflected in Swedenborg’s idea of partnership with God?

e Ehi3iEa: "mE Ld, BB ERGBE". & qi3iEeiTRBRE
XBERXTHELEROREXREZLT?

How could we have a partnership with God through love
and wisdom if we had no way of doing our part to form
that partnership?

e REMNEA BEATGBRARE R RRLE 8 TR, &
MEATRATEZFELS LFRIIXAR?
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6 LOVE BRINGS US CLOSER TO ALL
PEOPLE

FNHy 2 AMEAEARFL
Love of one’s neighbor is a common theme in
Swedenborg’s writings. The “neighbor” here isn’t
necessarily the person next door; rather, the neighbor is
the divine aspect of all human beings. Love of one’s

neighbor is a form of divine love that we can all
experience as we grow spiritually.

ZALHAERIBREEFS T —NERER, X E

A "ARET L RBENA. AN, MERBAX

BT A AP PRt STARS 0 E RAFHZ & 0 —MH X,
KAVART AR R Mk K AL PRI 2],

BZAM 26 2R HFBRA

It is important for everyone to realize that spiritually speaking, useful service is our
neighbor. Who actually loves someone simply as ‘someone’? No, we love people
because of what is within them, what makes them the kind of people they are.
That is, we love them for their nature, because that is what each human being is.
The quality we love is their usefulness and is what we call ‘good’; so this is our
neighbor.

FTE2HREFNAREZINRE, KRB LS, 3AOREARKRMNGAELS. EFF
L, BABRBREEALHEZIAREZR? R, KNEZARBAEMNALEG LB,
RAREAE AR A 2 Z A HE B, BRI, KA DA SR &,
HAMRZEMNER G L. KNPTEGHFALZEMNGE AN, REMNHKRZH
“RE” HERH, XHAERMGARE,
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Since the Word is spiritual at heart, this is the spiritual meaning of ‘loving our
neighbor.

RARZZBOCRRMEL, IRLAXAR"E RMNIARL"0E R &E L.
— Faith 20
(H#HXLzZ1ZME) 20

Key Concept
AN S

Spiritual love is love for what’s inside a person—their own individual
manifestation of divinity. We can see that divinity through a person’s actions,
when the love and wisdom inside them compels their desire to fulfill a useful
purpose in the world.

REEX L EREZ—NAGALE, BPIPAKRLGAE, B—PARASH
SABIRE B AWM EERSE A BYE, KNATRBLHAGITHE 2
AP

Reflection

Think about someone you don’t like, perhaps someone you see on a regular basis.
It would probably be easy for you to make a list of reasons why you don’t care for
this person, but instead take a moment to think about the useful things he or she

does. Are there ways in which that person helps others? Ways in which he or she

helps you, even unintentionally?

B—RERERGA, CHRREFRIHA. HRTRRES I EHTAEFA
MRE. BERE/ANAAR, o EB—BARBTRNEAZF. LARTA
XEF @A THRAT? HRMIfTHBh TR, FERALEN?

Does focusing on those useful actions change the way you think about that
person?

EETIEE AT ARG R TR ZINAAGFK?
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BEA 27 AEWARZARA

The love we were created with is a love for our neighbor that makes us as
generous with our neighbor as we are with ourselves, and even more so. We find
ourselves full of the joy of that love when we do something good for others, very
much the way parents feel toward their children.

BAVBEF AT ZRAFARE M E, EEMNTARLSB T —HiRE, £E2
B, IRMARAM—LEFN, RARLATAHTEAIMNEZHEN, AKX
B30 E T R —H o

This love is truly human. There is something spiritual within it that makes it
different from the earthly love that the lower animals have. If we were born loving
like this, we would not be born into the darkness of ignorance the way all of us are
nowadays, but into some light of knowledge and intelligence; and before long we
would actually be informed and intelligent. At first we would go on all fours like
animals, but would have an inborn urge to walk on our feet, because even though
we were on all fours we would not be looking down toward the ground, but
forward toward heaven; and we would be straightening up so that we could look
upward.

BAHERAEFMARZE, BACARKRYNGE, EX TR TEAEEGSY
AN LEEZE, mRRMNEXRKFIFNE, AR RALENWATNELE
Kt BREP, AL RAA —RRFFENLE, FARAZE, &R
FR&EmiRAEE, BRNEANSBRIY—HOMEER, ERABARGTHIPR
528 k6, BARERMNEAE T, CRRAGTAER, RAHWNEKX;
HMENEsLE HK, MR EME,

— Divine Providence 275
(X)) 275

Key Concept
AN S

We are all born with the ability to experience divine love, and Swedenborg tells us
that God created us so that we could be united with him. However, he also says
that we are born inherently selfish; like animals, our basic instincts center around
our own survival, and only later do we learn that sometimes our actions have
painful consequences for others. The more we have empathy for others—the
more we love them—the more we become truly human, rising up from our animal
nature to be reborn as spiritual people.
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BMERBMHEARBARZ X0, LREBRLEFAN, EFAURKMNAANT
L RMERELS, AL, RMERKMR AR, BAHB—H, BMNGELMH
ARRUAATHEARAABS. ABBEREMNT S, FRHAMNGITHLSLHNA
BRABFTNER. KRNBFRAF B HS—RANAAZ N— RN AARR A A E
A, TREEMARSBEFHELER, TEHEIMHA

Reflection

R &
N
Do you agree that human beings are fundamentally self-centered and prone to evil?

Why or why not?

RRERAE: ARRRALHERAGEHFCH), HTRAFE? LA EX
AR E, HAARGES,

If we were all born as loving people who would instinctually do good for others,
how do you think the world would be different?

W REMERBRAZSHA, HREFLRBANAMKREZF, KEFERS
AH2TRA?

The next time you walk outside, walk for a few minutes while looking down at the
ground. Then walk while looking up at the sky. What feelings and thoughts result
from each action? How does this exercise indicate the differences between earthly
love and divine love?

TRARES GBI, KEFHRBLZIUD4, RAEHIFAERA—BB. &
AEFRF AN AREAREK? INGI T RFTEBZEFoi 2 Z 2 R
277

The love we were created with is a love for our neighbor
that makes us as generous with our neighbor as we are
with ourselves, and even more so.

EMBGEPTAR L 00 & RATARE Y &, 4% RAVHAR A2t
BT —HEE, &2 2B,
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B2 28 UIkAE KRAMZH EF

The degree of love we feel for our neighbor and of faith we have determines the
extent to which the Lord can be described as present with us. The Lord is present
in neighborly love because he is present in everything good, but he is not as
present in so-called faith devoid of love. Faith without love and charity is a
detached or disconnected thing. Wherever there is union, there must be a uniting
medium, and the only uniting medium is love and charity.

BAVEZ B WAL 2 & AL AR RAL R, TAMIEN 2 5 KANFA
WEE. TAEETHREZEY, BARAAET —MEFFHT, BERTEL
Fhes S W E, R Al BN B ERERSES. LA
BoWRT, LA ELWGEN, RE—NELENERZFLEE,

Anyone can see this by considering that the Lord shows mercy to everyone, loves
everyone, and wants to make everyone happy forever. As a result, those who lack
suffificient love to have mercy on others, love them, and want to make them
happy cannot unite with the Lord, because they are unlike him and are anything
but his image. To gaze at the Lord through the lens of supposed faith and yet hate
others is not only to stand far removed from the Lord, it is also to put a deep,
hellish gulf between yourself and the Lord, a gulf you will fall into if you try to
approach him. Hatred for other people is that intervening, hellish chasm.

HEATARZINRB R WEANA, ZEMA, HBREFEMAKREFER, AT
AE B X — & B, AEHZXABHNE, BRRBEMEA, REEA, R4
ZRAZHROATRE L. BARMNTKRE, RARGHE X, BIHEE
e RRATE £, HHIREANA, REAESR TRENGIT, LEfaEZ
B3R E T —ERR LR E R, o R B XBELE, ASFHIANED,
STALA B DLIR LR AR 8 48 09 300K 04

— Secrets of Heaven 904

(B R &5 84) 904

Key Concept
AN S

Because love of our neighbor is so integral to God’s love, it is also integral to our
faith in him. We might think of faith as being the same as belief—an intellectual
process. But here Swedenborg says that if we do not have love for others, no
amount of belief can bring us closer to God. Outright hatred of others widens the
gap between us and God.
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SHARE W Z R LR Z ZHEARRS, CRERMNS LREMGERIFS. KAT
RRSINARB ARG —H, R—AEFBLEOIL, FEIEZXBREEH, =
RBAVRASTAN LR, BEHORELRREAMNELER. 2RBREAS
FREME LRZEEGHE A,

Reflection

B

How do you define faith? Does your definition include love? not? Does greater
faith lead to greater love? Why or why not?

BRI AT R LAZP? R EXOIEEZD? RAETEIE?
RROGEWEFERBENED? RRARR, HAHHA?

The Lord is present in neighborly love because he is
present in everything good, but he is not as present in
so-called faith devoid of love.

TRETHMREZ Y, AARBET —WEFEHF,
BRI AFETHRZ ZOHBRENF.
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BEM 29 ERXETRTE

The Lord’s presence with us first becomes possible when we love our neighbor.
Within love is the Lord, and so far as we have love, the Lord is present. Moreover,
so far as the Lord is present, he talks to us. We are unaware that it is not our own
thinking, but not a single idea, not a single particle of an idea, originates in us.
Whatever is evil and false we acquire from hell, through evil spirits, and whatever
is good and true we acquire from the Lord, through angels. This is influx. It endows
us with life and creates the link between our soul and our body.

LERMNEARLH, THEMNYRARTLRATR. TALE, RERMNA £,
EFRARAE. W, REIRAE, RALHEMIIE, KRNI Lo AR E KA
ATHER, RMBAA Ak, BA—ZLEHNTALETAM. LERA®R
MR B AR, AR REMEEMNG; LAREIRRGREFRALE, AL
RAE REEANG, ZHANBMAN. TRARTFEMNES, EAMNYHRRBINKE
ZEH,

— Secrets of Heaven 904

(B R &5 84) 904

Key Concept
AN S

Influx is Swedenborg’s term for the process of God’s love and wisdom flowing into
our innermost spiritual being, both sustaining us and transforming us as spiritual
people. Some people might experience this as an inner voice that urges us to do
the right thing; it might also appear as a sudden urge to do a good deed or a
feeling of love or compassion for others. Though these urges may seem like
they’re part of us, Swedenborg tells us they are actually coming from God.

RARXBERERAGIAE, BELFOZFTEREIMNRALIREEY
WAZ, AmBLEY &AM, XFRMNBZGERERZIA. BEATRIAKEI LR
—HACHEEF, BREAMUEAGFR. CLTRAAARABU—HEF
BITA Z REEHRIE . RRXZ2FHFLRET RN, BLBEEEF

#M1, €MNFHFLERKA LF,
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Reflection

B &

>

When we think of an internal gauge of good or evil, we often think of conscience.
Where does your conscience come from? Does it seem to you to be guided by
divinity?

LEMNEF - NEEELEBHNEGRER, RNFFIRIRC, YRS KE
ME? ERER, CRBAANT FHD?

When you feel an impulse to do good, do you listen to it?
LIEARESTH AN, FREERTE?

Imagine that every good idea is a sign of the presence of the Lord. How would that
change how you respond to the many ideas you have throughout the day?

BE—T, FMAREVEIBRLIALNTE, IR TR TASERAFSE
B ?
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7 LOVE DRAWS US TOWARD HEAVEN
LAy FRAEAMIIGRE
The ultimate goal of the divine design, behind everything
that happens in the universe, is to lead us toward heaven.
Heaven is not only a state of love; it is itself an image of

God, and thus Swedenborg also describes heaven as
being human in form.

FHEEHRE—F BRI ORABM, £
AMAREE. RERMR—HMLHRE, TEIHA
EREH R, B, XREBEHERERENABHE.

BEM 30 RE#XRHILESL

Heaven is not heaven because of angels but because of the Lord. The reason for
this is that the love and wisdom that angels enjoy and that make heaven do not
come from them but from the Lord—love and wisdom actually are the Lord within
the angels.

RERRBAREMAARE, MRBABAZTRMAARE. AREAR, REHF
). RARZWEAFTERRR LA, AR ZT—ZAFELR LR
REAE

Since love and wisdom belong to the Lord and are the Lord in heaven, and since
love and wisdom make up the life of angels, we can see as well that their life
belongs to the Lord and that in fact their life is the Lord. The angels themselves
insist that they are living from the Lord. We can therefore conclude that heaven is
union with the Lord.

BRAZAERETE, ARERENIE, RAZFAFRMART RENLY, T
REMTAAGRMNGEFET L, FREENOWAEFHERL, REMNATE
HINAEMGEeka T, Bk, KMNTAFHL®R, XREXREENHLEE

— Divine Providence 28
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(X4) 28
Key Concept
AN S

The purpose of creation, Swedenborg tells us, is to lead all people to heaven—that
is, to the state of love and blessedness that is the hallmark of union with God.
Heaven, then, is a state of love and wisdom where we experience life itself as the
presence of God within us. We are in that state while we’re on earth to the degree
that we embrace love of others. If we continue on that path, then after we cross
into the afterlife we become angels in heaven, where we experience that love
with our whole self.

XBEEE AN, Aty BOREMAAGMRE—LRRKL, SIEAFE
AHRE, EREEFEZELSORE. A, RER—MZARHFLEORS, £
EZAMABRI Lo AAAREKMNZIART LFOR L, SaMNEE LH, R&
BT E A Z, BMAXLETFENRS. REANBEAX LTS, Ra#®
AXREE, RMALBRARZEZNRE, EARZERMNALFEFTRELINE.

Reflection

Think of a time in your life when you felt a sense of love and goodwill toward
other people or a time when you’ve seen other people acting out of love. Now
imagine heaven as a place that consists of nothing but people motivated by love,
multiplied infinitely. How would it feel to be in a place like that? How would
people treat each other there?

B—HAERGLEES, REFIHNARAREREEZGRE, REFREFIY
EABT£8T30. AERE—TF, RER—AER B &GN A LR
Wy, MmMALBRY EE. FRAXHENRESAMFZ2BE? I RANE I fTAE
s ?
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BEM 31 RERRLFOHE

We have been created as forms of the divine design because we have been
created as images and likenesses of God, and since God is the design itself, we
have therefore been created as images and likenesses of that design.

EABRBAF LT T A, BARMNRER LFQH £ ftf X4, &
T Ef R R AR, BT ARA A& %8 69 A X

The divine design originally took shape, and it continues to exist, from two sources:
divine love and divine wisdom. We human beings have been created as vessels for
these two things. Therefore the design that divine love and wisdom follow in

acting upon the universe, and especially upon the angelic heaven, has been built
into us.

AREBE T ORIBRYRARAFEAE, AANRR: WRIZRHEFE. &N
ARBMEAZAZENER. Bit, EBAARZZAFENET, RIEFTF
H, LAERREXRE, IERCLEUZEEZMNT LT,

As a result, heaven in its entirety is a form of the divine design in its largest
possible manifestation. In the sight of God, heaven is like one human being. The
correspondence between heaven and a human being is in fact complete. There are
no communities in heaven that do not answer to some part, some internal or
external organ, of the human body. For this reason a given community in heaven is
said to be in the province of the liver, the pancreas, the spleen, the stomach, the
eye, the ear, or the tongue, and so on. In fact, the angels themselves know which
specific area within a given part of the human body they inhabit. | was given an
opportunity to learn about this from living experience. | saw a community of
several thousand angels together in the form of one human being. From that
experience it became clear to me that heaven as a whole is an image of God, and
an image of God is a form of the divine design.

Hit, REGERIFERTIHBERLZIATROSE., £ LFHERF, X
THB—NMA REPRAZNBGHEXZER LR ELAN, RELXAELTH
AR HARGE RIS, RRARIIIFBEHFE. O TEINERE, REE
B EANFHARRGLARAS TR, B, MAE. §. REF. FEARXREXRFHXE
FRE, X4 LERNEEEARE —HZREORFANLKE K, KE
AMANRELELNZH P TRIZX -5, RAHN LT LR EARGBERELE
BE—REAH—NAGHES. ZREFERFTRBINRE, REEH-ANAERK
R EFOHE, f LR ERAE—ANERTHHE,

— True Christianity 65

(AEeGEBEH) 65
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Key Concept
AN S

Previously (see question 24), we talked about the divine design in abstract
forms—as a guiding pattern that applies to all life, and in fact applies to everything
in the universe. In heaven, however, the design takes the form of a single person
that Swedenborg calls the Universal Human. He describes the form of the
Universal Human in terms of a human body with limbs and organs, but on a
spiritual level you might visualize the functions those body parts perform—seeing,
grasping, taking in what nourishes the body and eliminating what doesn’t, and so
on.

MEASER 24 2, &MNEB T HEHBESGFE T —IRENTHA L0
#HIRX, FRELEATFHETY. AREXRE, IHRTERA—NAL
B, LBEEMRIA"RKOA" . AAGEFREHARRBEL" R KM
A" BERKEEE L, R AR R A X & 5 AR 4E BT AT 09 25— LK
A, BKERFRZIBARFTHRARNGED, F5,

Reflection
w\
N

If love produces a sense of union and oneness, how might that union manifest in
action?

WREUEAEREELS R, MAXKESH I TERETHL?

In heaven, Swedenborg says that angels are so close that they seem to become a
single person. How might such closeness look among people living on earth?

LBERN, BRELRERILFE, RETRMNMFAAHT —AMA. it
HEFEXRAALHEZ ANBRTERRREHG?

If you were an angel in the body of heaven, what part do you think you would
inhabit and why?

Jn RARARERE TR — 2 KA, KiNK B T BEERARY, HA?

Heaven in its entirety is a form of the divine design in its
largest possible manifestation.

REMERRAEBIAZIHBERAEARATRAZE
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BEM 32 R¥ERZHIKRI

Since all spirits and angels are desires, then, we can see that the whole angelic
heaven is nothing but a love that embraces all desires for what is good and
therefore a wisdom that embraces all perceptions of what is true. Further, since
everything good and true comes from the Lord and the Lord is love itself and
wisdom itself, it follows that the angelic heaven is an image of him; and since
divine love and wisdom are human in form, it also follows that this is the only
possible form the angelic heaven can have.

BRRFITA G RAe RAEMARINE R L, FRAMTUARE R, EARERERALYE
REGHRIL, RPaSTHHAEFTESRNRE; ANELIFENKIN, 05
T AELEFHE A, I, I F—WEFRAEHRRATE, RERAR
Z A AR AR, B, REXRFHAAGHEZ, HTFTANZZTELN
HEARA, Bit, ILRXEREE—TROGHS,

The reason the angelic heaven is an image of what is infinite and eternal is that it
is an image of the Lord, who is the Infinite and Eternal One. We can see an image
of his infinite and eternal nature in the fact that there are millions of angels who
make up heaven, and that they make up as many communities as there are
general desires of heavenly love, with each individual angel in each community
being quite clearly his or her own desire. The form of heaven is made up of all
these general and specific desires, a form that is like a single being in the Lord’s
sight just the way a person is a single being. This form is becoming more perfect to
eternity as its numbers increase, because the more people there are who are
participating in the form of divine love, which is the form of forms, the more
perfect is the union.

REREOH ZZIAARRLT RfkAeRlE, REANCREIGHE, TAE—W
Ak E. BMTURAATERFFIMARFREBZIAROHL: &
FHTREEARRE, WNERNERAE S ), REZIZHARARBRERAS ),
HFNFET O ELRERRFTRBEALEARIME THRE, REGHEHR
MATA X EREAR X ERG R Z AR . £ I HRTIHGH SR —/AF 5k
MEw, RE—NMAR—ANERGLFIH., IRVESEELKENE PR E
REEEFE X E. OTHRIEZREZFHVE, IRFALEHRTRIZ
AR, IFEEMLT £,

— Divine Providence 61-62

(X&) 61-62
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Key Concept
AN S

Heaven is an image of God, not only in the sense that it’'s an embodiment of divine
love and wisdom, but also in the sense that it contains an infinite variety of love.
Each person on earth brings their own love and experience to the afterlife when
they pass on, and the people who become angels add theirs to the mix in heaven,
making it even better than it was before.

REREFOGHF, RABERECRABRIZFFREONLSE, TERHRLCS
TARGZ. L ENEMALEERSLEGTHZFERFTERE. R
A RAE AN ety Z A 2B N B R QAEAT, EZ AR R A0 £4F,

Reflection

B %

Think of people you know who embody divine love by doing good things for others.
What kind of love does each person bring to this world? What might they be like
as angels?

B—BARINRAG AL A AR EF AR RERAFRZ ZHA 014§ LXAH
FHRRAAHOZ? AN A RAET AR 246572

If angels are desires for what is good, then how might that affect whether or not
you embrace the desire for good?

BEA R AR IR AR R EWEBE, XTRF LAY R £ FHB L
R?
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The whole angelic heaven is nothing but a love that
embraces all desires for what is good and therefore a
wisdom that embraces all perceptions of what is true.

BANKERERATREHAEA, EPOATHNHA £
BEWWYRE,; ANLRFENKRIL, A2 THHALE
EEYEyilsa,

BEM 33 FFLKPBEREFFTR
The reason the Lord’s divine nature in heaven is love is that love is what is
receptive of every heavenly quality—that is, of peace, intelligence, wisdom, and
happiness. Love is receptive of everything that is in harmony with it. It longs for
such things, it seeks them out, it absorbs them spontaneously because it has the
constant purpose of uniting itself with them and being enriched by them. People
actually recognize this fact, since the love within them surveys memory, so to
speak, and draws out from it the items that agree with it. It gathers these together
and arranges them within and beneath itself—within itself so that it may possess
them and beneath itself so that they may serve it. It discards and eradicates,
though, the items that do not agree with it.

BEXE, TRHUERREZ., BAZEAEF—NEXNGSNE—In#lf, BA, ¥
Bfodia, ZREST—WEZIBENFH. 2RLIRTH, FRALEY,
AARMARBILEN. BASZAH—ANTREHEY, AR E5XEFPLELS, H#
BEAREYAEF B, HEALRERIXI—FEL, XLAWHC: HMNASHE
Fxeie, ARRILTFHE EZRAFOSYH, RIEFHRELE, HoEMN
ZHEACLZARZT—EATZA, AOTRAFEN; £AABTZTF, RE
CMTRAAXLRS. Rifa, CRFAFEGRREEECTR—BHED,

— Heaven and Hell 18
(X¥ 5HHK) 18
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Key Concept
AN S

In this passage, Swedenborg describes another way that the love inside us relates
to divine love: it seeks out what is in harmony with love, and it rejects what is not.
Because of this process, during the course of our lives we can become more and
more loving people, embracing the divinity inside of us. After we cross into the
spiritual world, this process continues in a more purposeful way until we fully
become what we love and have fully discarded what we don’t. In that way, we
find our true spiritual home.

AXBHAEF, LREBAF —MHFZXBETERNACHEEARGXEZ: £
FREZAEGET, BLETAENEAD, IHWBTRELERNYGEG A
B, FRKMTUARABEEBE ZCHA, Kb RN A LG KRS
ERMEANRMEYERE, IANSEERSE, ZHEEHHA, BIKNHEHF
AREEER, BN REHBREZLEHEF. IHE—k, RNHRITAEAEGHRME
KA.

Reflection

What do you love and value more than anything else? We often frame these ideas
in terms of loving specific people or particular objects or activities, but take a
moment to trace the emotion back to its source. For example, if you love music,
what do you love about it? Is it the way you feel when you listen to music? The
creative process of making music? The social aspect of listening to or making music
with others? The emotions that your music inspires in others? What is the
fundamental need inside you that your love speaks to?

HREALA. FEHL, BIEARETEABHR? ANEFRILAERZAZH
RUYA. BB BREH L, 128 LB EH—TFTXAFEGRK, Hlde,
W RBEERETFR, RERCHMH2? RAFRHGRELD? RHEFROGLE
H3AED? REMA—RTEFRRFIMETROLREHD? LRRYF RAEA
AG EREGHR? BRACHELRATRY, RN ZRENRMAA?

Do you find it difficult to discard things that don’t agree with love? Why or why

not?

HREFBFEER—BROABHAEHED?

FERNEE, AT A?
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Love is what is receptive of every heavenly quality—that
is, of peace, intelligence, wisdom, and happiness.

FBAE—NE RN RE—deif i, B, FERER,
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8 GOD LOVES ALL PEOPLE
PN LFRZATAN

God is the ultimate embodiment of love and wisdom. As
such, Swedenborg tells us, to be angry or to punish people
is utterly alien to God's nature: God's love is there for all
of us, without exception, forever.

LHEREEHEBHLEBALY., Bk, LRAERLIFHAMN,
ARBBETFTARZRESERFL LR AMR, LFegEH KM
iR ARmBELE, BB, HIKIE,

B4 34 LEROGFBETRHGIAAR

The Lord is omnipresent; and everywhere he is present, he is present with his
entire essence. It is impossible for him to take out some of his essence and give
part of it to one person and another part to another. He gives it all. He also gives
us the ability to adopt as much as we wish of it, whether a little or a lot. The Lord
says that he has a home with those who do his commandments, and that the
faithful are in him and he is in them. In a word, all things are full of God. We each
take our own portion from that fullness.

ERRIARAEY ] AT GTHAARGDIRRKREL, RITRAE TH
ARFER—HHPLE—ANA, F—HFEF —AMA. LS iR LA,
AL T RN, EEAMNBBEATHER, RZATHBAZRS . i,
MEEAEMEBITRRTOALT, FEHOAENLS, HLEAEMNEG, —
W&, TETUABRLEFOFBRLH. AMNENMARKXFETFE H TIHRY .

— True Christianity 364

(AEHEEH) 364
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Key Concept
AN S

It’s common in Western culture to talk about God loving some people more than
others; some may think of themselves or their sect as the only people who can be
saved. Here Swedenborg says that while God may be more present with some
people than with others, he doesn’t hold anything back—how much of God’s love
we accept is entirely up to us, and that is what determines whether he is present
or absent.

BT, HEFHEEANES TARARRET LG AEATRAAE
18 LRAMGHRAE—TARERLHA, £XE, LHEEH, BAME
BAXRLEFRAGRETRILLAZER &L, REFEAAG: KNAT
2V ELHRBE, TEARXTHMN, FRARREERXIMRALYRE.

Reflection
2
(AN
Have you ever felt as if God was not truly with you? When did this occur, and how

did it make you feel? What do you think of the idea that God is fully present in
each of us?

AREGZRE L ZARAEEMRRAE? IFNFAH AHEL LD, FKIRHR
EBERRE? K THEF LR EZMNEMAZLRAEZL-AX?
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BEM 35 B FHEMELER

There are many passages in the Word where the Lord is described as wrathful,
raging, vengeful, and is said to punish, cast into hell, tempt, and the like. People
who believe this in simplicity and therefore fear God and take care not to sin
against him are not condemned because of their simplistic faith. However, if
people convince themselves that these descriptions of the Lord are true even to
the point of actually believing that wrath, rage, vengefulness, and the like, which
are evil, are real characteristics of the Lord and that he does punish us and does
cast us into hell out of wrath, rage, and vengefulness, they are condemned
because they have destroyed the real truth, which is that the Lord is love itself,
mercy itself, and goodness itself, and anyone who is these qualities is incapable of
wrath, rage, and vengeance. Attributing the other qualities to the Lord is based on
the way things seem. The same principle applies in many other cases.

F2PHHSEEHL T RN, IR, WANBY, HHALLET. A
BRI, RIEAFF, PrHEpAEIEFEALER LR, SRS
REHA, FERARMNBEGEMRBRLZE. Af, RAMNKRKRE TH4E
Xt 2 HARAEY, EZAMAERE. ZR. REEREZTF, =1
BHRAFRFIE, RAFLEBAARME. ZERAREAETN KM, BAMNBENRK,
RARMALEEE, BARMNBRT AENELE, AL ETREHERK &
REARRRERR, ETEAZRDHGAINKTTRA MRS, LR EGIT
Ao AN ETIE, CRAETEFHFAEMPRGEE., RFGRUILERDT
AR 255,

— Sacred Scripture 94
(FF2H) 94

Key Concept
AN S

In the Old Testament, God is often portrayed as angry and cruel, punishing or
condemning people to death for what seem like minor offenses. Swedenborg tells
us that these stories are not meant to be taken literally, but rather are to be
interpreted according to their inner spiritual meaning. More importantly, he says,
we should never believe that it is possible for God to have any of these negative
characteristics, because that belief blocks us from having a genuine experience of
divine love and wisdom.
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£ (A% F, ERGHRLEERBERMEFEL, BH—LENEHRY
RITRENREAAN . LBEEEFAMN, TLEXFHAREETOETEZMR,
AREBBLRNENE RS RMEE, LAT2HR, i, RMNKEREZ
FfE LR THREA XL R GOLTHIE, BAZXMFEALSET KNAHRZ
el B b A IEARE

Reflection

Have you read or heard biblical stories where God is described in ways that seem
angry, petty, or vengeful? How did those stories affect your beliefs (or doubts)
about God? Why do you think such stories were included in the Bible?

RRE R RITE (F2) POHKF, APt EFeBEMFRBEY., M
BRERME N ? I TR TRt LFQGEH (RIREE) 7 AREXR
EIHGRFHHA2BAFE (2D +7?
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BEM 36 LEALEAHIR

Ponder, if you would, what the Lord would be like if he regarded the evil with
anger but the good with mercy. (There have been countless evil people and
countless good people.) What if he saved the good because of his grace, but
condemned the evil as an act of vengeance against them? What if he had one
expression, a soft and lenient look, when he regarded the good, but another
expression, a hard and ruthless look, when he regarded the evil? What sort of
individual would the Lord God be?

#%hﬁ% WEE—T, R EIARBEHFEA, AEREHFTA, #EL

2BF? AAKYBARLEGTFA. Rl TFEARREIFA, 247
ﬁnﬁa‘&iﬁﬁ)’ﬂ% , RERHAHT? mRAUAFHEANEZ—FFLE, B
%%ﬁ@ﬁﬁh,ﬁ&%ﬁ%kﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁ%%,WFE%%%#%,%Z
EEFRRAZAFGAR?

— True Christianity 651
(AT ey £ HH) 651

Key Concept
AN S

Because human beings are open to both good and evil spiritual influences, it’s in
our nature to love some people and dislike others, or to become angry or want
revenge. Swedenborg invites us to consider what the universe would be like if God
were the same. If God is the source of all life, a being of pure love and wisdom,
how could he possibly hate anyone? How could he wish harm on his beloved
creation? If he did, he would be working against his own divine nature.

B A AT R EFRIR B REYABRBEFAGCES, TRAEEZ—RXARTER
F—BA, RETFHRBRREEZRE, IRXRAKMNY L. LHEREFEMN
X, mR ERLREIHE, FHELAMTLAKET? RRALFRTAE LR L,

RBFEGEEHRENEE, RWEATRIBEMTA? REATRAZSHTHCS
ZHREZ YT W FRIEBYE, RHESET G TR,
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Reflection

B %

Picture someone you love. Take a moment to embrace your feeling of love toward
that person. Now imagine trying to hate that person. Could you do it?

BE—AMERZOA. BEHRERTIAABFLORE. REBE—T, &
% EFRARANA . REEAE]S?
Now, picture someone you dislike or hate, and notice the negative feelings you

have for that person. What effects do those negative feelings have upon that
person, and what effect do they have on you?

AE, BE—MERERIGIRIA, EEHAAL A @S, T {8
YITAAT A LY, SHEA 2 %7
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B 37 ZHEAKTTRIR

Surely, though, everyone with decent reasoning enlightened by the Word can see
that God is compassion and mercy itself. He is absolute love and absolute
goodness—these qualities are his essence. It is a contradiction to say that
compassion itself or absolute goodness could look at the human race with anger
and lock us all into damnation, and still keep its divine essence. Attitudes and
actions of that kind belong to a wicked person, not a virtuous one. They belong to
a spirit from hell, not an angel of heaven. It is horrendous to attribute them to
God.

LR, F—ARZZEENARRED, LFREEF LK, AL
WE TR E, ZESRRMHER, AL RRREIT R ET AR
RbFHEAR, REMNBRIK, HFMARFEAELIR, TXFAT. X
MEBMITABTREZAN, mARAEHEZIA, CMNEAETRARKRHIER,
MARREHRME, BEIRLEPFLEFRLEAERN,

— True Christianity 132

(AEHEEH) 132

Key Concept
AN S

Swedenborg draws a clear division throughout his writings: Love is characteristic
of the divine, and hatred and vengeance are characteristic of evil spirits. As we
saw in the previous section, it’s simply not in God’s nature to be angry or to
condemn people to hell. In his book Heaven and Hell, Swedenborg writes that
after death, people who love evil go to hell voluntarily because heaven makes
them miserable— and no matter how deep in hell a spirit goes, God never leaves
them.

XBEBERGFEFTHFEAINS T —ARMR: ZRLFOGHE, RURREL
AR GG H e, EdmRMNEL—NEFHFHIG, LFOGARBRERRS
M RBRATHIK. £ (REHRK) —HFPREE, ARG, BEZIFEHY
ABRTHRK, BARLILAMNEBRE. AL —ARRBRENS KGEK,
LFERBRR B
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Reflection

How do you react to the idea that God could be angry or condemn people to hell?
Have you ever believed so yourself? If so, what led you to that belief?

Fd AT B3t L TRRBRBERATRRGAE? KA LREE2IXHE7?
I RRME, RALAFETHROIMELR?

If you accept Swedenborg’s statement that God would never hate or even
abandon anyone, does it change your image of God?

e RIBREX X BE BRI E, BFLFKRETSBREZRFAETA, IREX
BT LRagf£?

Do your beliefs about what God does or will do shape your actions?

TR Y, XTLFEHTOIRKELITH, REVRERGITH?
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BZM 38 LFHENTIHE

God’s love goes out and extends not only to good people and good things but also
to evil people and evil things. It goes not only to the people and things that are in
heaven but also to those that are in hell— not only to Michael and Gabriel but also
to the Devil and Satan, for God is the same everywhere from eternity to eternity.
As he says, ‘He makes his sun rise on good people and evil people, and sends rain
on the just and on the unjust’ (Matthew 5:45).

EHRGERBREMNB EAFEF, LEFHEAFREF, CRARENGBXEEL
ATy, HIEAP 2K R 09 AFef— AR LA B Rite By feim B 3], IEA 2]
RRAWE, BN EHEETRTHRE AL, ARKEZKE. Edoibily:
“Ho] B KBIFA, LREA; BREAA, LERLHA. 7 (B X4#BF 5:45),

Despite this, evil people and things are still evil. This is a result of what is in the
people and the objects themselves. Evil people and things do not receive the love
of God as it truly and most profoundly is; they receive the love of God according to
their own nature, much the way thorns and nettles receive the heat from the sun
and the rain from the sky.

REmp, MBHGAFBVRZREN. XRGAFRB AT GRER KRG, TR
LBGAFhZ AT LF ALY, RADNGZ. MNREgTHREET LR
8%, WEARFERET KRR EfR X ZHHK—H,

— True Christianity 43

(AFeGEEH) 43

Key Concept
AN S

Here we have a comparison between God’s love and the rain: it falls on everyone,
good and evil, but each object it falls on uses that love in its own way. God’s love
sustains evil people at the same time that they twist or even reject it. God’s love
never falters.

XEEMNEe LB SR —NLE: CREFNMAAZTL, REREALRE
A, BECETHEANANZHRAGCHTRXEAZXE, EFHEREEREZA,
R Ariad L EZELE., R LHFHE AR,

80



Reflection

Imagine a person or thing that you consider dangerous or harmful—someone or
something that has hurt you in the past or that you fear. Can you imagine a deity

who loves all of those people and things equally, including the dangerous and
harmful ones, no matter what?

BE—THRAALERE EVARE, P EGEIRIEBREBOARE,

RBEBZIHE A EFD, AR TRESFERZHAIEARE, AQHL
by fef Fh9?

Could you imagine yourself doing the same? What would be your first step?

RS LA XHERD? W RAME, RERSHMAA?
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BEM 39 LHEER

The Lord forgives everyone’s sins. He does not accuse us or keep score. However,
he cannot take our sins away except by the laws of his divine providence; for when
Peter asked him how many times he should forgive someone who had sinned
against him, whether seven was enough, he said that Peter should forgive not
seven times but seventy times seven times (Matthew 18:21, 22). What does this
tell us about the Lord, who is mercy itself?

EMETENAGRE, A ESEMN, ERBEE. AR, RIFRBAEGHFEX
WEN, MATREFARNGE. TALRBEAALZRIZFREEGASZ S
Kk, CARTGRBE, RFEBFEZRFEHNIRLL, BAEALTALKR (X
BE 18:21-22) . BRIk, EABRELRKN L, THFLARRTRER?

— Divine Providence 280
(X)) 280

Key Concept # S HEA

No matter who we are, God loves us. Swedenborg says this is true regardless of
where we were born or which religion we follow, because all people on earth are
born with divine love inside them.

A#EMAE, LFHREEMN. LBEERAIRALY, RERMNBLAAFRE,
EREBMNEERBHZH, AAELAEAGASCERFFEFEZ X,
No matter what selfish or evil deeds we have done, God forgives us. We can

choose to turn away from him, but he cannot (and would never want to) turn
away from us.

BB TH 2 ARETFENE, LERETEEMN AT ALTIT HH,
iR g (LEREE) TEH KA.

Reflection & %

Is there anything you’ve done, thought, or felt that you wish you could be forgiven
for? Is there anything others have done that you wish you could forgive them for?

Can you imagine an act so heinous that it is unforgiveable?

What do you think would happen if you asked God for that forgiveness?
HAZETYZHE., ALRBARLOA 2 ERBRTRD?
HAAAG 2HRIHELER, FRFRETLBANMN?
HREBEBE—ANTRMEREG, FAXBHNITHAD?

Jo RARwm LR FRER, REFEREMA?
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About Emanuel Swedenborg

*x T X BmEE
Emanue | Swedenborg (1688 - 1772) was born Emanuel Swedberg (or Svedberg)
in Stockholm, Sweden, on January 29, 1688 ( Julian calendar). He was the

third of the nine children of Jesper Swedberg (1653 - 1735) and Sara Behm
(1666 - 1696) .

ARG RA « & BEE (1688-1772) AT 1688 51 A 29 B s irfa3 /R A H
£, RLEUAGAA « ¥ BER (RMARMELE) , 2RI - L RAEE
(1653-1735) FojEds « M4 (1666-1696) AAEZETF+FE =12,

At the age of eight, he lost his mother. After the death of his only older
brother ten days later, he became the oldest living son. In 1697, his
father married Sara Bergia (1666 - 1720), who developed a great affection
for Emanuel and left him a significant inheritance. His father, a
Lutheran clergyman, later became a celebrated and controversial bishop
whose diocese included the Swedish churches in Pennsylvania and in London,
England.

NS IRF, k2T FHF. TRERE—QGALKEH, oAy EHHGKT. 1697
& RO ERTHELE - NT L (1666-1720) o #sF AL R AIBA BH, 44
BT—E£T20E . MOXFRA B EBRFBAR, BRRA—ZF L.
AEXNERK, AEROER I EREMNAZELKGBHEEKL,

After studying at the University of Uppsala (1699 - 1709), Emanuel
journeyed to England, Hol land, France, and Germany (1710 - 1715) to study
and work with leading scientists in Western Europe. Upon his return, he
apprenticed as an engineer under the brilliant Swedish inventor

Chr istopher Polhem (1661 - 1751). Emanuel gained favor with Sweden’ s King
Charles X1 1 (1682 - 1718), who gave him a salaried position as an overseer
of Sweden’ s mining industry (1716 - 1747).

ALEEEXE (1699-1709) #35, ASAANARE, #2, ABAEE

(1710-1715) , EERGMAAFE—RFI T, BEE, AEHKERSY
BEARFEERICH « KRB (1661-1751) FTHEA—L ITAAFE I . ARG AA
B2 EEER T (1682-1718) B ¥R, EE+ _# W FH— AL HIR
{5, ERREy LG BER (1716-1747) .

Although he was engaged, he never married.

fo & ARIT T ¥, 12— H &K 4546
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After the death of Charles XI||, Emanuel was ennobled by Queen Ulrika
Eleonora (1688 - 1741), and his last name was changed to Swedenborg (or
Svedenborg). This change in status gave him a seat in the Swedish House
of Nobles, where he remained an active participant in the Swedish
government throughout his |ife.

R+ LR, ALAAKERF-SWiEakE (1688-1741 §) Audt,
byt KA A LBER (RMEER) « B bLGHATRELERRT AT T
AT ARz, fo— 2 AREAR LS A5 L BOR 8 TAE

As a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Emanuel devoted
himself to scientific studies and philosophical reflections that
culminated in a number of publications, most notably a comprehensive
three—-volume work on mineralogy (1734) that brought him recognition
across Europe. After 1734, he redirected his research and publishing to
a study of anatomy in search of the interface between the soul and body.
He made several significant discoveries in physiology.

HEAREERAFRGRR, ALRAEH) TFRFARATEEE, REEEL
THEZE4H, APRFLUR—FXTIFUFH=KLELHEE (1734 F)
1ERIF B T 2B 89N . 1734 £ )5, AT Ao R 89 7 @ 3% @ M 3] 3257 5T,
AFRRARGRZANEL, RELEFFTEHASAEREA.

During a transitional phase from 1743 to 1745, Emanuel shifted his main
focus from science and philosophy to theology. Throughout the rest of
his |ife, he maintained that this shift was brought about by Jesus Christ,
who appeared to him, called him to a new mission, and opened his
perception to a permanent dual consciousness of this |ife and the life
after death.

1743 F £ 1745 FH)— A LRI B, REAAKF QLW I EHIANFERY
FRHEANE, RERET AN, BETRHIAKLFIMG. MAEFTH
RN, *FBHAEIGES, Fo T4 EfREFHTILIRG BAR—&AL

Emanuel devoted the last decades of his |ife to studying Scripture and
publishing eighteen theological titles that draw on the Bible, reasoning,
and his own spiritual experiences. These works present a Christian
theology with unique perspectives on the nature of God, the spiritual
world, the Bible, the human mind, and the path to salvation.

AL AFEALNRERTHFE, B TFTHLEE, HHRT TAFHFEEHE,
XEFEETELE, RIERGTHERER, UREVAARTFTEETNE, B
BEFRBER, REHER, 22, AR fokBZ &,
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Emanuel Swedenborg died in London on March 29,
eighty—four.

1772 %3 A4 29 B, ¥ BRERERLKEY, T584 %,

1772, at the age of
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